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To the Right Honourable 


Sir Rob Walpole, 


4 Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and 
Knight of the moſt noble Order 


1 of the Garter, &c. &c. &c. 


SIR. 


LONG with my ſincere 
Wfa and reſpetful Condole- 
= 155 s ance on the Loſs you have 
y lately ſuſtained in the 
Death of Lady Warrors, I moſt 
humbly beg your Patronage of the 
following Sheets. They contain the 
Adventures of a beautiful Arabian, 
in which, Sir, if you have a Leiſure 
Moment to peruſe them, you will 
find Virtue and Innocence triumph- 
ant, at laſt, over the deepeſt Vil- 


lanies, and the blackeſt em ' 
A 2 Bb 7 


You will alſo find in them what 
you yourſelf now experience in your 
own Perſon ; that neither Wiſdom, 
nor Riches, nor Power, nor the 
greateſt perſonal Accompliſhments 
.can exempt any of the Race of 
Adam from Misfortunes, and thoſe 
very often cruel ones too. He that 
bears ſuch Viſitations from Heaven 
with the greateſt Dignity of Soul, 

and the moſt reſigned Submiſſion 
to the WIL IL of him who is So- 
vereign Arbiter of our Deſtiny 
is certainly the greateſt Man, as 
well as the beſt Chriſtian, let his 
Rank be high or low in this World: 

And as the honeſteſt and moſt ge- 
nerous Minds are always the ſooneſt 
touched with mne at ſeeing 
Virtue in Diſtreſs; as the moiſter 


the Exe is upon all ſuch Occaſions 
the braver and nobler is the Heart, I 


don't doubt but that what I now pe- 


tition for 1 in fayour of my perſecuted 


* Wan- 
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| DEDICATION. » 
Wanderer, you will grant to her 
Innocence, her Courage, her Chaſ- 
tity the very Moment you become 
| acquainted with her Stor. 
The Story of Malouka inſpires no 
Ideas but ſuch as are Enemies to 
- Vice and Friends to Virtue; ſuch as 
become the Gentleman as well as 
the Chriſtian, the tender Husband 
and the faithful Wife, the N 5 
and the Friend: Read it then, Sir Sir, 
if you can without renewing, in al- 
moſt every Page, and at every Mo- 
ment, the moſt endearing Remem- 
brance of the amiable Object whoſe 
Loſs you ſo juſtly deplore, and the 
impartial Nation as juſtly regrets. 
But as that is morally impoſſible for 
you to do, I flatter myſelf, that, 
once in my Life, I have had the 
good Fortune to make you a Preſent 
not altogether diſagreeable to you, nor 
any way unworthy your Acceptance. 
As a further Recommendation of 
S8 the 
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the Queen of Be/oudga to your Pa- 
tronage in a Country where ſhe is 
almoſt entirely a Stranger, I beg 
Leave to tell you I intended to lay 
Per at the Feet of the greateſt Wo 
| man that ever lived, a 1 Re- 
ſemblance of whoſe Virtues and Fea- 


| tures you will trace in my beautiful 
| -Heroine ; but, alas, Sir | I was diſ- 


appointed in my ambitious Deſign 
by a Mis fortune that put all Brita 
in Tears: The Death — that auguſt 
Princeſs, her late Majeſty Veen 
CAROLINA 1 
Having, Sir, ſaid ſo Wü in Re 's 
half of Malouka, I now humbly beg 
Leave to offer a Word or two-in my 
own. It has been the Misfortune 
of moſt Dedicators to labour under 
the Accuſation of ſelfiſh Views, and 
the groſſeſt Flattery to gratify them; 
and indeed ſeveral Authors have 
thoroughly deſerved that Cenſure, 
by the moſt fulſome Panegyricks 
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DEDICATION. vii 
on very ill choſen Patrons ; but I 
hope I have avoided that Rock, by 
dedicating this Piece to Y ov. The 
greateſt of your Enemies have ne- 
ver denied you to. be Maſter of 
ſhining Talents and Abilities; and 


pet, Sir, I have ſtretched. no Enco- 


miums upon them; I have gone 
no farther in their Praiſe, than only 
to join the general Voice of your 
Adverſaries: Thus far then I think. 
L ought to be fafe from the Snarls. of 
the ungenerous ill-natured Critiek. 
As to ſelfiſh Views in this Dedi- 
cation, it would be ridiculous to tax 
me with any, ; the Terms in which 
I ftand with you abſolutely forbid. 
them: But ſtill, Sir, there is one 
Thing which I ſhall not Scruple to 
confeſs : It is that, how much ſo- 
ever I have occaſionally differed 
with you in Politicks, either in Re- 
lation to the lurking Deſigns of 
France, or the inſolent Depredations 


8 | | of 
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of Spain, I never was an Enemy to 


your Perſon, or wiſhed you the leaſt 
Harm: 80 far from it, that, tho'-T 1 
ſhould ftill continue to differ with 
you in ſome political Points relating 
to the French and Spaniards, Which 
IJ hope will not be the Caſe for the 
future, I ſhall nevertheleſs always 


ſincerely and heartily wiſh, that 


when the Courſe of Nature calls 
you, full of Years, out of this buſt- 
ling Life, you may, attended by 
the deſerved univerſal Praiſes aid 


Bleſſings of your Country, paſs with 
Serenity and Cheerfulneſs of Soul 


into the next; where the juſt and 
faithful Miniſter, as well as the 
diſintereſted and ſteady Patriot, is 


ſure to meet the glorious Recom- 


pence of his Labours. 
I have the Honour to be with 


mok profound Reſpect, Sir, 
Wu moſt obedien: 
Moſt humble Servant, 


CH. FoRMAN. 
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PREFACE 


H E Reputation of the Author 
of the Adventures of Maloula, 
9&9 whois a Member of the Aca- 
2 demy de Belles Lettres eſta- 
s bliſhed at Caen in Normandy, 


And the Friendſhip with which he honour- 


ed me in Paris, were ſufficient Induce- 


ments to me to make his beautiful 'Ma- 


hometan ſpeak Engliſh, eſpecially when 
Join'd to the Requeſt of a few particular 
Ladies of my Acquaintance who could not 


thoroughly converſe with her in French ; 
a 7 but 


* The PREFACE. 

but before I had gone through the firſt 
Sheet of her Hiſtory, I tound 1 began to 
have the ſame Motive to tranſlate, that 
the Chevalier de St. Jory had to write : 
A ſtrong Inclination to render Virtue more 
amiable, and Vice more odious, in what 
Dreſs ſoe ver they wear. I have been told 
by ſome Connoiſſeurs, that the Character 
of Malouka is not ill drawn, for the Coun- 
try and Religion ſhe is of, nor do think, 

that either Modeſty, piety or Charity 


would any way leſſen the Charms of the 


moſt celebrated Beauty in our own: Where- 
fore, as I am fully perſuaded that moſt of 
our young Ladies are as chaſte as they are 
fair, and in every Reſpect as virtuous as 
they are lovely, I dare venture to ſay 
they will eſteem an Hour altogether as 
well ſpent in converſing with this pious 
and beautiful Arabian, as it could have 
been either at Yau-hall, or in the Com- 


pany of an Eunuch of Traly. The Perſe- 


cutions and Trials to which Providence 
permits her to be expoſed for a While, the 
prodigious Elevation of Fortune which at 
laſt crowns her Humility and Reſignation 
to the Will of Heaven, and the terrible 
Judgments that fall upon her Perſecu tors, 
carry in them a very inſtructive Moral; 
and, 
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Te PREFACE, xi 
and, as blended with Fictions as they are, 
ſtrongly incline the Reader to the Love of 
God, and the Adoration of his unſearch- 


able Decrees. 
Nabishay and his three falſe Witneſſes 


out=-do all the Villains that ever were of 
that Character; our Informers againſt the 


Retailers of Spirituous Liquors, tho' at 
preſent the Diſgrace of Great Britain, 
appear but meer Mongrels in Perjury, 
when compared to theſe Miſcreants. I 
therefore believe, that as the Author was 
Son of a Preſident of the Parliament of 


Met S, was bred up to the Gown himſelf, 
and had been the French King's chief 


Council in the Royal Bailywick of Meu- 
don, he had ſome of his own Country 
Knights of the Poſts in his Eye when he 
drew them: For it would certainly have 
been ſomething difficult for a Man alto- 
gether unacquainted with the Practice of 
the Courts of Judicature in France, to 
have formed four ſach Villains for the 
Purpoſe. | 
Me may alſo ſuppoſe he glances at ſome 
of the Pariſian Judges in the Character 
he has drawn of his Mahometan Cady, in 
which Corruption and Hypocriſy, Injuſ- 
tice and Cruelty, are expoſed in their na- 

"WM tural 
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tural Colours: Had not the Author been 
an entire Stranger to Britain, and conſe- 
quently ſo to the Virtue, the Probity, and 


Learning of our noble Lord Chancellor, 


and the Judges of Meſiminſter- Hall, 


ſhould ha ve thought he had expreſly la- 
boured that Character to give us a com- 
plete Contraft to theirs, and that of Sir 


John Barnard, our preſent moſt worthy 
Lord-Mayor. 


The her Characters in theſe Ad ven- 


tures are likewiſe inſtructing in their Kind; 

and from the whole, the Reader may learn, 

that the Beauty of Women is a powerful 
Enemy, and much to be feared both by 
the Poſſeſſor and Beholder : That the moſt 
hidden Crimes are frequently brought to 
Light: That there is nothing ſo uſeful, 

5 ſo comfortable as Prayer : That 
the Troubles of this World are not diffi- 
cult to be ſupported by thoſe who have 
Heaven always in their Eye, and daily 
wiſh to be there: That we muſt hope for 
gvery Thing from Proyidence alone, and 
that if it ſhuts one Door it will open ano- 
ther. In a Word, if the Adventures of 
 Malouka are built upon a Mahometan 
Plan, to recommend them the more to a 


Deiftic cal Age, if they are ſomething 
crowded 
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De PREFACE alt 
crowded with Miracles towards the End, 
to keep up to the Humour of the Followers 
of Mahomet, the Moral of them is entire- 
ly Chriſtian; which, after all, is their 
beſt Recommentiation. | 

The greateſt Fault in this Piece, if it 
be one, is that the Events fall very faſt 
upon one another : but the Chevalier de 
St. Jory is an utter Enemy to all Imper- 
tinent Under-Plots, tedious Epiſodes, and 
long winded Converſations: : Some Bronch 


Romance-Writers would have made half 


a Dozen Volumes in Octavo on the Ad- 


ventures of Malouka. The Chevalier had 


a much finer Taſte. 

As to the Tranſlation, all I can ſay 
in its Favour is that, except the Title, 
which I have 4 changed, I have taken as 
few Liberties with my Author, as per- 
haps any Tranſlator ever did; and not- 
withſtanding his extream Laconicity, 1 be- 
lieve I have no where enervated his Stile, 
or miſtaken his Senſe: Whether 1 have 
any where improved either, muſt be leſt 
to the Judgment of thoſe who underſtand 


_ Whe e- 


+ The French Title is, Ls Bien aimte du Baker : the Welt- 
beloved of the Prophet, 
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Whether Malou la ever appeared be- 


fe 3 in Engliſb, either under this or any 
other Preis or Title, is what I am not 
learned enough in Romances to determine, 
but I believe ſhe never did: Her Ad ven- 
tures are grounded on a true Story agree- 


ably embeliſhed with the fabulous, by the 


fertile Imagination of the Author ; and I 
intended, by Way of Imitation, to have 
added a few Sheets containing my own, 


which in ſome particular Circumſtances 


bear no ſmall Reſemblance - to ſeveral of 


Malouka's, I mean as to the Injuſtice, the 


Villainy and Ingratitude of my Enemies 
abroad: But I ſoon found, in putting 
Pen to Paper on the Subject, that the 
Perſecution raiſed againſt me ſixteen Years 
ago in France, was of a Nature too ſe- 
rious in itſelf, and concern'd Great Britain 


too nearly to admit of Fiction or Allegory ; 


it muſt either be told naturally and inge- 
nuouſly, or for ever left in Silence. For 
which,Reaſon I ſhall ſuſpend the Account 

of it ſix Months longer, 5 ſee if the fu- 
ture Behaviour of ſome People will attone 
for the former Proceedings of their departed 
Relations, whom even Death itſelf has 
not put beyond the Reach of my Pen; 


and give me room to are their Names 
4 with | 
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De PREFACE. xv 
with Juſtice to myſelf and my numerous 
Family. This is a fair and a generous 


4 Warning, and if they make a right Utfe 
of it they will find their Account in do- 


ing ſo : But if they think no Attonement 


due to me, I dare venture to tell them, 


that their continuing in fuch an Opinion, 
may very probably be attended with 


Shame, and a fruitlels Repentance on their 


Side, whatever further Misfortunes may 


happen on mine. 


But tho' I am nid to let this Affair 
lie dormant ſix Months longer, hoping the 
Perſons I hint at may come to themſelves, 


and prudently conſider that I am not now 


in France, nor in dread of the Baſtile, there 
is another which preſent Self- preſervation 


will not permit me to conceal. I don't 


mean the Deſign of fome hot- headed Mon- 
grels to come from France laſt Autumn to 
aſſaſſinate me. I was timely adviſed of 
it, and had it inſerted as a Paragraph of 


News in the Dazly-Poſt, on or about the 
15th of October laſt. The | 


fame Afternoon a well Set The Letter 
of Advice has 


young F cllow, in a French the Poſt-Office 
Mark, Oc. 10, 
but the Bend Carrier did not bring it to me until the 13th, 


about the Cloſe of the Evening. So that I am to ſuppoſe it | 


went through ſome ſort of Di.cipline before I received it. 


Dreſs, 


xv The PREFACE. 
Dreſs, appeared at Mr. Meres's Printing= 
| houſe in the O/d-Baily; he was very ear- 
neſt to know my Lodging, he ſaid he 
was juſt come from France, and had Bu- 
ſineſs of Conſequence with me. By his 
Pegel and the Place he came from, the 
People of the Printing-houſe immediately 
gueſſed his Errand, they having but the | 
very Evening before ſet the aboyementi- 
ed Paragraph. In order to gain Time to 
acquaint me with his Viſit, they told him 
they did not then very juſtly know where 
L lodged, but that if he pleaſed to call at 
Ten the next Morning, they would be bet- 
ter provided with an Anſwer for him, 
| which he promiſed to do. But whether 
he was really one of the intended 4ſa/- 
fines, whether he afterwards ſaw the 
Daily-Poſt, or had an Account of it from 
ſome Friend, or whether the Printers did 
not behave in as grave a Manner as the 
Affair required, he came no more, and con- 
ſequently avoided the Lodging which I 
ſhould have endeavoured. to procure for 
* him in Newgate. But as this 
ME uh Deſign was only on a private 
a Letter inſerted. in the Daih-Poft in 1737, vindicating the 
Duke de Firz-Fames, Son to the late Marſhal, Duke of Ber- 
ccc, in relation to the Diſpute he had with the Deputy of 
tae War-Office in France: For which the Duke was ſent to 


the Baſtile, notwithſtanding all che Services cf his great Father. 
: Account, 


The PREFACE. wi 


Account, and as the Man of Quality to 
whom it was intended as an uncalled for 
Proof of their Zeal for him, fince made a 
Trip hither himſelf from France, and during 
his Stay in Town took no Meaſures to let 
me know of his being here, or to come to any 
Eclairciffement with me, I ſhall drop any 
farther Notice of that Affair, and come to 
one which for ſome Weeks paſt has kept 
me a Sort of Prifoner, and confined me 
within very narrow Limits in the Capital 
of Ereat-Hritain, merely to avoid falling 
2 Victim to the Power and Rage of a 
Miniſter of France. e. 
France is certainly arrived to a very ex- 
orbitant Height of Power, and ſome of 
her Miniſters to as exorbitant a Height of 
Inſolence. In the Reign of Louis the 
XIVth, there was a Gentleman at Am- 
fterdam who wrote very juſtly, but at the 
fame time very fatirically, againſt the 
Grand Monarch, or rather againſt the 
French Miniftry ; eſpecially for the Revo- 
cation of the Edidt of Nantes and Lovis's 
cruel Perſecution of his Proteſtant Sub- 
jects. Monſ. de Louvois, I think, was then 
Prime Miniſter of France, and took it in 
high Diſdain that any Man, tho' in other 
Dominions, ſhould preſume to write * 
. b | the 
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the Meaſures and Proceedings of his Court, | 
that is to ſay againſt his own : He medi- 
tated a bloody Revenge, and by the Han- 
dywork . of ſome Ruffians, ſuch Fellows 
being ever ready to perpetrate any Vil- 
lainy that a Miniſter thinks fit to put them 
upon when he has Money enough to re- 
ward them, that moſt accompliſhed but 
unfortunate Gentleman, Monſieur De —, 
was carried clear off from Amſterdam to 
France. A Fate he would probably have 


| avoided had he then had as alert and as 


true a Friend as I now have in the Court 
of Verſailles, and received as timely Ad- 
vice as I have done of the like Deſign 

formed againſt me. After that Violence 
committed againſt the Law of Nations, 


and that inſolent Aﬀront put upon the 


States-General, in carrying away a Gen- 
tleman out of their High-Mightineſſes 
Dominions and Protection, by the Con- 
trivance of the French Miniſter, Monſieur 


de Louvois, elated with the Succeſs of his 
Project, moſt ungenerouſly cauſed a great 


Iron Cage to be made, and then as bar- 
barouſly expoſed the Gentleman in it, 


hanging from a Window on the Kay that 
leads from Pont - Neuf to Pont au Change > . 


Wins Cruelty was repeated Day after Day, 
until 


* 


li- 
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at all ; in the Caſe with Mr. de 


The PREFACE. ix 
until Monſieur 4e —— died with Grief, 


Shame, Fatigue, and the Inclemency of 


the Weather. 
In this Manner was I told the Hiſtory 
of that poor unhappy Gentleman in Paris, 
by Perſons of Credit who aſſured me they 


had ſeen him ſeveral times in his Cage: If 
there be any Truth in it, we need no bet- 


ter Proof of the Infolence and Cruelty of 
a Miniſter of France, eſpecially if he is not 
of a Gentleman's Extraction; for mean 
Fellows Heads immediately turn round 


with Power, and they become infinitely 
more arbitrary and haughty than the 


Maſter that employs them. 
Monſieur Dangervilhers, Se- 

eretary of State and War in Hs Family 
France, if he is not prodigiouſly Bun 
wronged in the Accounts I have | 
received of him, has pretended to copy Mr. 
Louvois, and laid a Plan for carrying me 
off to France : According to my Advices, 


to which I think I can very ſafely give , 
Credit, the Defign ſtill ſablifts : But Mr. 


Dangervilliers, as great a Man as Fortune, 
to ſhew her Power, has raiſed his Father's. 
Son to be, ſhould have conſidered before 
he ſet his Engines to work; that T'am not 
; that 
DEE Gentle- 
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Gentleman was born in France, and conſe» 
quently a Subject to Louis XIV, he writ 
againſt Meaſures that had been taken, and 
Events that had already happened, and were 
all abſolutely paſt Remedy; his Writings 
could therefore tend but very little to the 
Service of his Country, tho' he gratified 
his own Reſentment, and they contained 


nothing but the Truth: To all which let 


us add, that Monſieur de- was not a 
| Subje& of the States General when Mr. 
de Louvois had him carried off from Am- 

ſfterdam. But Mr. Dangervilliers knows 
I am a Subject of Great Britain, and that 
all the Writings I have levelled againſt 
France have been with no other View than 
to prevent, if poſſible, thoſe latent Evils 
the deſigns for this Nation: And is it for 
this, is it for doing my Duty to my King 
and Country, that Mr. Danger villiers muſt 
ſend Ruffians from France to ſteal me out 
of King George's Capital; even, as I may 
ſay, from under the Royal Eye and Pro- 
tection of my Sovereign? Are the Mini- 
ters 9 France afraid that I ſbatl traverſe 
aud delay more of their Schemes againſt 
Britain ? or that I intend to write more 
en in the * Daily Poſe againſt the Sa- 
Vuiſb 


* The Printer of the Daih Peg was taken into Cuſtody 
| the 20th of laſt Month, and a * after ſent to Ne rugate. 
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= niſh Depredations ; for ſome I did write, 


tho' not thole of the gth' and roth of Jane 
laft, which haye been lately republiſhed.? 


I have ſuffered inexpreſſibly for The Service 


of this Kingdom theſe ſeveral Years paſt ; 
and for its further Service, I am ſtill ready 
to face the Malice of all the French Mini- 
ſters, even were they all Dangervilliers's. 
No Miniſter in Europe ſhall terrify me 
from writing againſt the Deſigns of France, 
as long as I am able to hold a Pen; or ar 
leaſt as long Nr — 
—— Reader, you will be 
fo kind as to ll u up this Blank yourſelf; it 
may poſſibly concern you. I affure you, 
that if I would have employed my Pen in 
favour of the Spaniards as much as I have 
done againſt them, I might have put my 
ſelf once more in Fortune” s Way; whereas 
T believe J have now put my ſelf oat of it 
for ever, by preferring the publick Intereſt 
to my own : For which all the Recom- 
pence I have hitherto received, is to be in 
perpetual Danger of loſing my Liberty, 
if not my Life, | 
The Circumſtances of this Plot are not 
neceſſary at preſent, I defire nothing more 
than to ſecure my ſelf ; otherwiſe I ſhould 
eule 8 a little Rhetorick to {et m the 
nſa- 


Exxii The PREFACE. 
Ingnſolence of ſuch an Attempt in its o. 
proper Colours; to ſhew Engliſhmen. what 
they have to expect from Frauce in Pro- 
portion as ſhe encreaſes her Dominions and 
Power; and humbly to point out to the 
Miniſters of Britain the Affront done to 
his Majeſty, and likewiſe the Side-wound 
given to their own Honour by this French 
M.iniſter's Attempt to deſtroy me. 

But all this I wave, as well as I do 
mentioning a certain Perſon. who, I hear, is 
concerned in this Affair, and who, if I had 
any Way perſonally injured him, might 
have taken a much more Gentleman-like 
Method of Revenge. As to Mr. Danger- 
villiers, J aſſure him, let him be as baſe 
as he pleaſes, nothing but the Conſidera- 
tion Lowe to the Publick and my Family, 
ſhould ever have provoked me to this Diſ- 
covery; but here any longer Silence would 
not only be impolitick, but criminal; by 
it, I might become not only unjuſt to my 
Country, and undutiful to my King, but 
alſo an Acceſſory to my own Murder in 
the Baſtile, which, no doubt, was the Fa- 
vour deſigned for me :. For the Cage would 
have been a little too publick, and made 
too much Noiſe in Britain; tho' I am 

57: - altand 
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afraid France does not much mind any 


Noiſe that Britain makes at preſent. 
I üexpect that Mr. Dangervilliers will 


later bnanly upon this Occaſion, and the 


more becauſe he is a Miniſter of France; 
that he will expect his ſimple Denial of 


the Fact, becauſe he is a great Man, to be 


a ſufficient Proof of his Innocence; and 
that his Friends will call upon me for a. 
Proof of what I have advanced: But when 
I ſee what Methods he pleaſes to take in 
the Affair, I ſhall then think it time e- 
nough for me to endeayour to convince 
the Publick, that I have not attempted to 
impoſe upon it. | 


London, Aug. 10, 


1738, s 
CH. FORMAN. 


— 2 — 


— — 


E read in our faithful and W 
nous Annals, ſays Abiſaid Oſman, 
the Son of Elmonſaſfer, in his 
Hiſtory of Arabia, that 5 
Daughter of Redi Maaſan, Chief 
of an Arabian Tribe, became an 
Orphan at the Age of Sixteen. Never had m_ 
thing ſo beautiful appeared before in the N 
Worlds, and yet ſhe was as wiſe as fair. God 
had endowed her from her Infancy wa the 
recious Gifts of Prayer and Meditation, z he 
d adorned her Soul with a perfect Modeſty, - 
hich, ſhin'd i in all ber Hctiogs, N gave 8 ; 
Zaſtre, even ſurpaſſing that which the Morn» 


„ 
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ing Dew ſpreads over the faireſt Fruits, and 
the moſt beautiful Flowers. 

That incomparable Virgin was named Ma- 
louka : Her Mother died a few Days after ſhe 
had brought her into the World ; as if Nature 
had exhauſted itſelf by the Birth of ſuch a Pro- 
digy. 

Kedi Maaſan, notwithſtanding his a 
Grief for the Loſs of his dear Wife, lived one 
hundred and ninety three Moons 
after her, all which Time he em- 
ployed in the Exerciſes of a ſublime 
Piety, and in gradually putting his Daughter 

in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Virtues which for two 
Clrortes had been the Inheritance of the Fa- 
mily. When God called that Holy Man 
from the Pilgrimage of this laborious and pain- 
ful . Life, to the Habitation of the Saints, 
Malouta lifting up her Hands to Heaven, 
made the 0 Prayer to the Moſt High. 


About 16 
Vears 


Ami ghty ! O thou Hope and Comfort oo 
O the Afi, the Succour and Protector of 
Nnmorence] Vouchſafe to caſt a ſingle Look on the 
humble Creature that calls upon thee ; thou haſt 
* me from my Father, but he enjoyed the 
_ Fulneſs of thy Mercies. I praiſe thee, I adore the 

Decrees of thy Providence; all the Bitterneſs of ny 
Midction is drown'd in the Satisfaction which T 
Ind in ſubmitting myſelf io thy divine Will : En- 
creaſe more and more in me the comfortable Re- 
fources of ny Reſignation. ] defire none of the 
remporal Goods of which the blind Race of Adam 
15 s jo. er 115 "ny "s 4 0 my God Hh 
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to put a ſtrong Barrier of Thorns between thy 
weak Servant, and the ſeducing Objects that might 
corrupt my Innocence. | | 


 Malouka lived thus ſix Moons after the Death 
of her Father, in the uſual Exerciſes of Devotion 
which ſhe had always practiſed. The Reputa- 
tion of her Virtue ſpread far and near. A rich 
Arabian Lord named Mahmoud Kourdac, fol- 
lowed by a numerous and magnificent Train, 
came to demand her in Marriage. 
Thirty Camels were laden with Tents and Fur- 
niture; a hundred Slaves conducted twelve ſump- 
tuous Waggons; and fifty Cavaliers, mounted 
on proud Courſers of the moſt noble Breed of 
Arabia, eſcorted the Caravan. 1 
The wiſe and modeſt Malouka was no Way 
dazzled either with the Splendor of that grand 
Equipage, or the gallant Air of her Lover, 
whoſe amiable Countenance, and tall majeſtick 
Stature, as much eclipſed the fineſt Men of 4ra- 
bia, as the ſtately Tulip, clad in a Thouſand 
beautiful Colours, eclipſes the Pink and the 
Daiſy. | C73 
Proſtrate in ſecret at the Feet of the Moſt 


High, Malouka never ceaſed begging him to de- 


fend her from the Arrow of the Evil Spirit, that 
imperceptible and deadly Arrow, which wings 
itſelf a Paſſage through the Eyes to the Heart; 
ſhe would not admit of any Viſit from Mahmoud 
Kourdac, until ſne had exactly informed herſelf 
of his Character and his Manners, through Fear 


of ſoon ſeeing his fine Outſide loſe its Charms, as 


the Gold and Azure of the Rain- bow, after hav- 
: B 2 ing 
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ing glittered ſome Moments, evaporate into 
M iſts and Fogs. | 1 

She therefore conſulted all the honeſt People 
whom ſhe thought could give her any Informa- 
tion of what ſhe had ſo much Intereſt to know. 
In this Enquiry ſhe learned that Mahmoud Kour- 
dac had not only among the Arabs, but even 
among Strangers, the Character of a Man ſcru- 
pulouſly attach'd to his Duty: That he had been 
a dutiful Son, was a good Neighbour, and a 
faithful Friend; brave in Battle, mild and cour- 
teous in Society; that he yearly gave the tenth 


Part of his Income to the Poor, was an 


aſſiduous Frequenter of the Moſques, and, let 


what Affairs would happen, performed the pre- 
ſcribed Ablutions; that he wore 


This is a great Holy Amulets and Relicks about 


Pracice am0"S him, had the Acoran by Heart, and 
and one of their knew all the Oriſons and Hymns 
Marks of being made in Praiſe of the Moſt High 
good Maſſel- and his Prophet: And that though 
, he was not then quite forty Years 
of Age, he had been three times in Pilgrimage 
to Mecca. In fine, ſhe heard ſo many honour- 
able Things of him, that ſhe did not in the leaſt 
doubt, but that God, in the merciful Views of 
his Providence, had appointed him for her Huſ- 
band : She gave him her Hand, the Nuptials 


were celebrated with great Pomp, and for the 


firſt time ſince the ſhutting of the Terreſtrial Pa- 


radiſe, a Marriage was ſeen ſo proportionate, and 
a Pair ſo juſtly matched, that no Body had the 
leaſt Word to offer againſt it. A ſew Weeks 


after their Marriage, Malouka diſpoled of her 


Patrimony, 
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Patrimony, and went to her Huſband's Palace: 
They paſs'd twenty-ſix Moons there in Innocence 
and Pleaſure; they were always together, and 
never weary of each other's Company. 
Man, the Offspring of Sin, may indeed taſte 
ſome Happineſs in this World, but a conſtant 
and laſting Felicity is only for thoſe, who, un- 
der the Eyes of the Prophet, walk on the Stars. 
Mahmoud was conſtrained to quit his dear Spouſe, 
and go to Egypt, whither he was called by im- 
portant Affairs: However, the Hopes of ſoon 
meeting again, and the Certainty they were in 
of each other's Fidelity, render'd their 
tion the more ſupportable. | 
Their Parting was tender, I go, my dear 
Malouka, ſays he, and my Grief is ſo great in 
bidding thee farewell, that my Soul is ready to 
break its Way through my Lips. Take Cou- 
rage, my dear Mahmoud, replies ſne; go, I ſhall 
never loſe Sight of thee, I ſhall talk to thee Night 
and Day, I ſhall even enjoy thy Company; for 
a thirty Thouſand Days Journey cannot ſeparate 


two Hearts like ours, which make but one. 


They embraced, and Mahmoud vaulting on his 
Horſe, diſappeared as ſuddenly as a Flaſh of 
Lightening. -_ 

But here Malouka's Reſolution gave Way ta 
Nature, ſhe fell between the Arms of her Slaves 
into a fainting Fit, that became the fatal Source, 
of the terrible Trials to which her Virtue was to 


be exppſed. 358 
Nabiſkay, the Brother of Mahmoud, who had 


left him to take care of his Houſe ani Affairs 
dyring his * was preſent when Malouta 


fainted 
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fainted away ; he attentively beheld her in that 
Diſorder, in which her Beauty, as wrapp'd up 
in the thin Crape of Sleep, appeared but the more 
dangerous. An inn6cent Uneaſineſs guided the 
firſt Looks he gave her; he aſſiſted her, he 
ſprinkled her Face with Roſe-water, he ſqeezed 
her Hands. She opened her languiſhing Eyes, 
her Colour returned, and her Cheeks were imme- 
diately covered with that lively Vermilion which 
ought to honour the Face of a chaſte Woman, 
when ſhe is ſeen in ſuch Circumſtances by any 
Man but her Husband. = EIT 2971 

Nabiſcay, in whoſe Heart a ſmall Spark had 
kindled up a general Flame, caſt a curious and 
guilty Eye on his Siſter. He endeavoured to 
draw out the poiſon'd Arrow with which he was 
wounded, and paſſed over ſeveral Days without 
feeing Malouka ; but the Venom had ſpread too 
far, and boiling through all his Veins, he was 
ſeized with a furious Tranſport ; he ran to her 
Chamber, where finding her alone, he threw 
himſelf at her Feet, he embraced her Knees, 
and made an open Declaration of his odious Paſ- 
ſion, but in Terms much more proper to ſhock 
even Vice itſelf than to ſeduce Virtue. 

Malouka, as much irritated as ſurprized, had 
Power enough over herſelf to diſſemble a Part of 
@ her juſt Indignation. Thou haſt ta- 
FE 4 * e ken, ſays ſhe, an Exceſs of Opium, 
— Uſe of O. for I can't ſuſpect a good Muſſel- 
pium, in * man, as _ == to be, * 
to procure a ſort having drunk Wine: Return to thy 
8 House, a little Reſt will calm thy 
Senſes: Go, and to-morrow I ſhall not remem- 


her 
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ber this Adventure, if thou comeſt to ſee me 
again with that Reſpect which is due from thee 
to thy Brother's Wife. 

Nabiſeay took ſo moderate a Diſcourſe for, a 
Proof that is Raſhneſs had not abſolutely diſ- 
pleaſed her, the Evil Spirit blew on his This is 2 
Reins, and made him attempt the moſt Mahomeran 
enormous of Crimes ; but Malouka, Phaſe. 


who was ſtrengthen'd by the good Angels, took 


her Kangiar, and would have made Nabiskay vo- 
mit out his impure Soul, if Fear and Shame im- 
mediately abating the Fury of that wicked Wretch, 
had not obliged him to fly out of the Chamber. 
He retired to his own Houſe full of Rage and 
Confuſion : He walked a long Time alone in a 
Garden in which he uſed before to place his 
greateſt Delight ; but the Murmur of the Foun- 


tains, the Warbling of the Birds, the Enamel of 
the Parterre, and the gloriouſly diverſified Ap- 


parel of the Trees, far from calming the Uneaſi- 
neſs and Chagrine that devoured him, only en- 
creaſed them, as the Humming of the Bee and 
the Shining of Colours, heightens the. Fury of 
the mad Bull. 

Nabiſtay, who could not ſuffer the Light, 
ſhut himſelf up in the darkeſt and moſt retired 
Part of his Houſe. There in a gloomy Dejec- 
tion his Crime preſented itſelf before him, he 
looked upon it with Horror; but the Wicked 
gather nothing in Solitude and Darkneſs, inſtead 
of the Peace they ſeek there, but the infernal Sug- 


Fre of the Rebel Angel : It is only reſerved 


the _ the Penitent Circumciſed, 1 0 
n 
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find God, Gabriel and Mabomet, the Sources of | 
Salvation and all good Things. 

He came out of his Retreat more corrupted | 
than he entered into it; he ſtill walked about, 
8 to find out ſome Remedy for the 
inexpreſſible Violence of his Diſtemper. At laſt 
he reſolved to ſeek Comfort in the Pleaſures of the 
Table, and the enchanting Deliriums of Wine 
he hoped by the Force of Drinking to intoxicate | 
and drown Remorſe, whoſe loud and ſevere Voice 
carried Terror and Deſpair with it to the very 
Bottom of his Soul. | 

He paſſed the Night then in Jebauch with | 
four of his Friends, whoſe Conſciences, like his, 
ſtood in need of ſleep to be at reſt, But by 
drinking he only threw Oil on the Fire, his Rage 
and his Deſpair equally rekindled, and when the 
Fumes of the Wine, like the black Vapours of a 
Vulcano, had mounted to his Head, he loft rhe 
Reaſon he had left; Indiſcretion placed itſelf on 
his frothy Lips; and he related every Thing 
oo had happened between him and his Siſter-in- 

aw. 

His Gueſts, as mad as himſelf, threw out 3 
groſs Railleries againſt the Virtues of Malouka ; 
and to comfort their Friend under the Diſgrace 

_ he complained of, they ſaid a thouſand extrava- 
gant Things to him, which only Drunkenneſs 
could inſtigate. | 

The Converſation ſtill grew warmer on that 
Subject, in Proportion as they ſwallowed down 
the forbidden Juice of the Grape; but at laſt, 
one amongſt them who was the Cady, a covetous 
and corrupt Judge, gave a deep Sigh, toſſed up 

his 


without ſpeaking, and the Cady himſelf, 
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his Eyes to Heaven, and croſſing his Hands on 
his Breaſt ; we Jeſt with this Adventure, ſaid he 
in a grave Tone, which nevertheleſs may be at- 
tended with very dreadful Conſequences. For, 


7 Omy deareſt and moſt intimate Friend Nabi- 
ay] the Corner of my Liver l if thy Siſter 
7} comes to complain to us, if ſhe brings two Wit- 


neſſes againſt thee, I ſhall be conſtrained to 
pronounce Sentence, and cauſe thee to be im- 
paled. | 5 5 UE 5 
E The Reflection of the Cady, like a Magick 
Wand, in the twinkling of an Eye, baniſhed the 
joyful Aſpect of the Feaſt, and made it look as 
gloomy and melancholy as the Habitations of the 
Dead. A terrible Conſternation immediately 
ſeized them, their Moony Faces became his is 2 
in an Inſtant like thoſe of the Black great Com- 


Angels, who wait for their Prey in the pliment 


Tombs. They looked at one another 27098 the 
uUrks. 
melancholy and penſive, remained ſtill in the 
Poſture of a Bramine in an Extacy; at laſt he re 
covered, by Degrees, from his Aſtoniſhment, 
and reſumed his Diſcourſe in theſe Terms. 
OO Nabiſkay! the Eye of all Perfections, and 


e the Center of my Friendſhip ! loſe not Cou- 
* rage; it is certain that the Tempeſt riling a- 


«© gainſt thee is great, but he that holds the End 

«© of the Cable does not embarraſs himſelf, ſhould 

the Water even break over his Head. 
Nabiſkay ſucked in thoſe honey Words, he ap- 


: prehended that the Cable he muſt take hold of 


to laugh at the Waves, was the Cady himſelf, 
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who would not refuſe him Protection, if by a2 
good Sum of Gold Sequins he ſecured him in 


his Intereſt; ſo comfortable a Hope brought 
back a little Joy in his Countenance. 

The cunning Cady immediately perceived 
that he had to do with a Man of Wit, who 


through the Sublimity of Expreſſions had pe- 


netrated the hidden Meaning of the Speaker. 
He put on a more ſerene Air, and faid, with a 
mild and obliging Accent, O Nabiſay ! the 


Garden of Glory and the Orchard of Happi- 


neſs! God will confound thy Enemies, I have 
a ſecret Pre-ſentiment of it; but not to let me 


remain in the leaſt Uneaſineſs, relate thy Affair 


over again to me; for in the Heat of Greek 
Wine, which thou haſt ſo liberally filled to us, 
perhaps I have not rightly underſtood it ; or thou 
thy fel, thinking to render the Converſation 
more jovial and agreeable, haſt mixed ſeveral 
amorous Circumſtances in the Recital that are not 
true, and which, to ſpeak freely to thee, every 
good Myſſulman would look upon with Horrour. 

Nabiſtay eaſily perceived that his Judge ad- 
viſed him not to ſpeak any more of his Affair 
with ſo much Ingenuity, but to give it quite ano- 
ther Turn, if he had a Mind to come happily off: 
Behold then the new Dreſs into which he put: it. 
O Sovereign Arbiter and Refuge of the Great 
and the Small, ſublime Interpreter of the Laws, 
moſt enlightned, moſt faithful Miniſter of Ju- 
ſtice! | 


Since thou permiteſt thy moſt ſubmiſſive Ser- 
vant to N Mouth in thy Preſence, and 


mſelf from the Calumnies with which 


to juſtify - 


was <-> ds © 8 een an XX „ 


„ 


the Simplicity of my 
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he hath been blackened; know moſt magnifi- 
cient Cady, that the Twelfth of the laſt Moon 
at Sun-riſe, Mahmoud Kourdac, my Brother, 
whom God preſerve, ſet out for Egypt, and 
charged me, at parting, to watch over the Con- 
duct of Malouka his Wife, whom he put into 
my Hands, as the pureſt and moſt incorruptible 


Guardian to whom he could confide ſo pre- 


cious a Treaſure. 1 | 
After he had received our Embraces, and we 


had loſt Sight of him, I accompanied his Wife 
to her Chamber, where ſhe defired to be left a- 
lone, to deliver herſelf up, as ſhe told me, to 
her Grief with full Liberty; but, according to 
Appearances, to receive in private a young and 
beautiful Mingrelian with whom ſhe was in Love, 
of which mere Accident made the Diſcovery to 


me Yeſterday, as I am going to relate to you in 
Soul, an utter Enemy to all 


» 


manner of Lyes. wr 
Yeſterday Morning, about the Hour of Prayer, 


1 went to Malouka's to ſettle certain Domeſtick 
Affairs. 


J viſited the Gardens and the Houſe, I exa- 
mined what Reparations or,Embelliſhments were 


; neceſſary to be made, and gave Orders for ſet- 


ting People to work on them. With the ſame 


i Care I looked into the Proviſion of Corn, Rice, 
Sugar, Currans, Raiſins of Damaſcus, dried 


Figs, Nutmegs, Saffron and other Neceſſanies 
for the Delicacies of a good Table, to, entertain 
my Siſter, according to. the Orders of her Huſ- 
band and my own Inclination, in the Abundance 


; of every thing neceſſary, uſety and agreeable. 
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My Rounds being finiſhed, I preſented my 
ſelf at the Appartment of my moſt dear Siſter, 
_ I gently ſtruck one of my Hands againſt the 
other to give notice that I was at the Door, and 
that Audience might be aſked for me. A Slave 
came and told me that Malouka was a- ſleep ; ; Ire. 
ſpectfully withdrew, and put off my Viſit to ano- 
ther Day; but as I was going away I met, full} 
but, a young Man altogether unknown to me,, be 1 
was coming up Stairs, and had his Sandals in 
his Hand that he might not make a Noiſe ; ſur- 
prized at meeting me he inſtantly turned about, 
and diſappeared as drift as a Bird Juſt eſcaped f 
out of a Cage. ; 

I went back again all in a 1 to the Ap- 
partment, I opened the Door without waiting 
the uſual Formalities, and found my Brother's 
Wife fitting on a Sopha very buſy in adorning a 
Turban with precious Stones, which without 
doubt ſhe deſi ned for the Object of her adulte- 
fous Flame. Wounded to the Quick at ſo great 
an Outrage, 1 loaded her with all the Reproaches | 
that my fraternal Tenderneſs could inſpire. 
- "Malowka, all in Confuſion, made no Anſwer 
at firſt but by hypocritical Tears, which far from 
touching me, drew upon her ſtill new Marks of 
my Indignation. She then had recourſe to thoſe 
devout Grimaces with which ſhe knows ſo well 
how to blind the credulous ; ſhe proſtrated her- 
#elf before the moſt High, put up a long Prayer, 
and with the deepeſt Groans begged of him to 
break that Net, which black Oy had call | 
vcr] her dane. | = 
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The ſeducing Song of the Syren did not en- 


tirely corrupt me; but, I confeſs my Weak- 


neſs, it melted me a little, and diſpoſed me to 
ſome Complaiſance, 

Weep thy Crime, ſaid 1 to Malouſta, re- 
pent thee of thy Unfaithfulneſs, renounce for 
ever the Corrupter that has ſeduced thee, and 
thy Sin ſhall not be known but to God alone 
who ſees all Things; I will not reveal it to 


any Body, thy Huſband ſhall ever be igno- 


rant of it, and thou ſhalt ſee glide along in 
Peace, even to the laſt Moment of thy Life 
the three Sources of thy Happineſs : His EL 
teem, his Love and my F Faun 1 
In finiſhing theſe Words, I oak her Hand, : 
which I Kid with Tranſport, as to add the 


chaſte Seal of my Lips to the tender Expreſſions 


of my Heart. 
But admire the ingenious Malice of a proud, 


hypocritical Woman, who, even in her De- 


baucheries, would preſerve a good Reputation. 
Malouka feigned herſelf fick, ſhe let herſelf fink 
down on the Sopha. 1 ſtoop'd forward to raiſe 
her up and aſſiſt her; her Slaves came running 
in at the Noiſe, and the falſe Devout feigning 
to eſcape from my Arms, and repulſe Violences 


offered her, loudly cried out for Help: Snatch- 


ing up her Kangier, ſhe flew at me like a Fury, 


and would have Fe it into my Breaſt, had 


I not ſaved my ſelf 25 Flight. | 

. Going out of the Houſe, I met three of my 

Friends walking together, I related my unhappy 

Adventure to them, and aſked their Advice, 

T They Jagged. as thou haſt done, O ſublime 
Cady! 
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Cady ! that this Affair might be attended with 
Conſequences very fatal to me, except I could 
produce undoubted Proof, that my unworthy 
Siſter had been guilty of Adultery. As we had 
not a Moment to loſe, for fixing this Truth up- 
on which depended my Juſtification, they pro- 
ſed that I ſhould introduce them into the Houſe 
by a private Door, of which my Brother had 
confided the Key to me; we will ſlip into the 
Appartment, fays one of them to me, and we 
don't deſpair of ſurprizing the two Lovers toge- 
ther, who, upon thy leaving the Houſe, have, 1 no 
doubt, met one another again, perſuaded that 
thou dareſt not return ſo ſoon to a Place where 
thou haſt fo lately run the R isk of loſing thy 
1 
I immediately Jake a helping Hand to a Pro- 
ject ſo well contrived ; I introduced all three, and 
Heaven was fo kind to me, that they found the 
two guilty Perſons together, in all the Circum- 
ſtances neceſſary for the entire Proof of the 
Crime. 
The three Fut anschabie Witneſſes, who are 
ready to make Oath of the Truth of this Fact, 
moſt illuſtrious Cady, thou knoweſt to be Men 
of Virtue, thou honoureſt them with thy Friend- 
ſhip: Behold them now preſent at Table, where 
id haſt vouchſafed to fit down and drink Sor- 
Zet with us; interrogate them, they ſaw every 
= thing, they heard every thing, and they are rea- 
1 dy to give in their Evidence a ainſt the peri- 
| y to gt S Pe 
9 dious Malouka. 
1 The three Gueſts, hin the Knave Nabiſtay 
10 1387 7 as Witneſſes of a Fact to which they were 
' entirely 
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entirely Strangers, inwardly admired the Readi- 


neſs of his Wit; they thought themſelves ho- 


nour'd in their Friend's having ſo good an Opi- 


nion of them, as not to fear their denying what 


he had ſaid: And therefore all three giving into 


his deteſtable Deſign, thoſe impious Wretches 
cried out, ** Praiſe be to God the Protector of 


Innocence: We ſaw every Thing, we heard 
« every Thing: Long Life to the Sage Nabis- 
% kay, and ſpeedy Death to the infamous Ma- 
« M, 5 | | 

I miſtruſted, ſays the Cady, interrupting them, 
that this nice Affair had not been at firſt faith- 
fully related ; but now behold it ſet forth in its 
full Light. I muſt acknowledge that the inge- 
nuous Confeſſion which Nabiskay hath made to 
us of his own Weakneſſes, as when he violently 
entered the ſacred Appartment of the Women, 
when he embraced the Knees and kiſſed the Hand 
of his Siſter ; I muſt acknowledge, I fay, that 
his laudable Sincerity in declaring his Faults to 
us, gives great Weight to the heinous Accuſation 
he hath brought againſt Malouka, The Teſti- 


mony of his three Friends, who, by a ſort of 


Miracle, were ſo opportunely on the Spot to be 


introduced into the Houſe, to ſeize the preciſe 


Moment of the Adultery and its moſt hidden 
Circumſtances, is alſo another very concluding 
Proof of the Guilt of Malouka. 2 

Nabiskay and his three perfidious Witneſſes | 
grew pale and entirely diſconcerted at theſe few 
Words. They did not doubt but that the Cady, 


more clear-ſighted than they wiſhed him to be, 


had diſcovered their Wickedneſs, and that his 
„„ Ns + __ 
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Tronical Reflections indicated a fixed Reſolution 


in him to confound and puniſh them. 


J forgot, ſays Nabiskay to him, to ſhew thee 
a dumb | butconvincing Proof of Malouka's Crime; 


- which is a Turban adorned with a String of Pearls, 


and a Purſe full of Gold and Jewels which her 
Gallant dropt Yeſterday, when our Friends ſur- 
prized him with her, and he eſcaped out of their 
Hands. In ending theſe Words Nabistay riſes 
from his Seat, goes into the Cloſet, and imme- 
diately brings back a great Purſe crammed full 
of Gold Sequins, with a magnificent Turban, 
the Luſtre re dazzled the Eyes of the Ca- 
dy. © Moſt illuſtrious Judge! fays he, I deli- 
ver up to thy noble Office theſe juſtifying 
5 Proofs of my Innocence and Malouka? s Ton- 
„ viction. 

O O monſtrous Indignity, cries out the Cady; 
© laying his Hands on the Purſe and the Tur- 
„ ban! O the Ingratitude of Sinners, who em- 
e ploy in perverting Women, thoſe Riches 
„ which the moſt High gives them to ſanctify 
„ themſelves with, by applying them to good 
„ Works! This Turban, adds he, was not 
« adorned with ſo much Magnificence and 
„ Tatte, but with the criminal Deſign to pleaſe 
e Malouta ; this Gold, theſe, Jewels, were def- 
ce tined either to ſeduce or recompence her. 
Let theſe ſcandalous Objects of Cupidity and 
«© Temptation remain eternally ſhut up in my 


A 


, Coffers, that they may never get. again into 


& wicked Hands to be made an impious Uſe of, 
That Sentence being pronounced againſt the 


; confiſcated . they were immediately wrapt 


up 
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up in a rich Perſian Silk and put into a Cedar 


Box, the Key of which was preſented to the Ca- 
dy with an Air of as great Humility and Conſter- 


nation, as that of the melancholy and deſpairing 
Magiſtrates of a beſieged Place, who, after a 
ſhameful Capitulation, bring the Keys of their 
City to lay them at the Feet of the Conqueror. 
The Cady very gravely took Poſſeſſion of his 
Conqueſt, and ſent off the Spoils to his Houſe; 
after they were carried away, now I begin to 
breathe again, ſays he, ſince I no longer behold 
thoſe abominable Inſtruments of human Corrup- 
tion. But as for thee, dear Nabiftay, quit thy 
profound Revery, conſider the happy Change 


that has happened to thee, and thou wilt quick- 


find returning to thy Heart that Peace, and 
that Joy which were baniſhed from it; I am the 
Man that reſtores thee to the Poſſeſſion of that 
Treaſure which 1s preferable to all the Riches of 
the World put together : Look on me then to 
be the moſt liberal, and the beſt of thy Friends. 
Nabiſeay, who had juſt ſeen ſuch Proofs of his 
Avarice and Corruption, gave him no other An- 
ſwer than a Bumper of Greek Wine : The Gueſts 
ſettled themſelves again to the Bottle, and con- 
tinued drinking till Morning. But the Cady ſud- 
denly reſuming all his Gravity, ſtood up and told 
them they muſt not indulge themſelves fo much 
in Pleaſure as to forget Buſineſs ; the Moſques 
are now open, the Hour of Prayer approaches, 
let us part then: Iam going to give Thanks to 


God, which every living Creature ought to do, 


and two Hours hence I ſhall be on the Bench, 
where, O moſt magnificent Nabiſtay! thou ſhalt 
D | receive 
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receive from me exact and ſpeedy Juſtice, ac- 
cording to the Depoſitions of the Witneſſes you 
produce. He then took his Leave, all the Com- 
pany waiting on him towards the Door with the 
moſt reſpectful Silence; but immediately turn- 
ing about, and looking upon them with an Air 
of Affection, ſtay where you are, ſays he, no 
Ceremony ; you have not too much time to pre- 
pare yourſelves for a Hearing ; think of employ- 
ing it to Purpoſe, conſult well together; that 
when you come to be examined, I may not diſ- 
cover either Lies or Contradictions among you, 
and that all Appearances may be fo favourable 
to you, that I may never have Cauſe either tq_ 
reproach myſelf, or be reproached by others, 
with having groſly fallen into the Snares of Im- 
poſture, and given Triumph to Iniquity. 
Never did iniquitous Judge ſet himſelf off 
with more fignal Marks of a learned Habitude 
and Inveteracy to all Sorts of Prevarication. 
Nabiſcay and his Accomplices had their Hearts 
but too throughly diſpoſed to Perfidy, to neglect 
the Cady's Advice for the well concerting their 
Meaſures. Malouka was publickly accuſed, 
ſeized by Order of the Cady, and brought Pri- 
ſoner into Court. The Accufation was branched 
out into the moſt proper Circumſtances for eſta- 
bliſhing ſtrong Indications of her Crime ; the 
Evidences, examined apart, and confronted ac- 
cording to the prefcribed Rules of the Court, de- 
poſed Facts ſo apparent, and ſo ſeemingly well 
proved, that the beſt and moſt clear ſighted 
Judges would have believed her guilty. 


-* 
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In vain the Voice of God, explaining itſelf by 
that of the People, cried out, that the accuſed 
was innocent, the Cady was deaf; he juggled 
ſo dextrouſly, and ho himſelf wi ſuch 
Ability and ſo much Hypocriſy, that the un- 
ſhaken and pityleſs Conſtancy with which he re- 
ſiſted the Tears, the Prayers of all the People, 
who begg'd Mercy of him for the unfortunate 


Priſoner, was only taken for the noble Firmneſs 
of a juſt upright Judge, whom the Demonſtra- 
tion of the Proofs had evidently convinced; and 


who, in ſpite of his own natural Humanity and 
Compaſſion, was obliged to give Courſe to the 


 Rigour of the Laws. He tore his Robe, he 


fghtd, he ſhed Tears, and with all the Exterior 
of a profound Grief, pronounced Sentence of 
Death againſt Malou ta. 

The Way of puniſhing of Women in that 
Country, when convicted of Adultery, was to 
let them down into a large Vault or Cave to a 
Lion kept for the Purpoſe, and there the Crimi- 
nal was left to be devoured by him. 

The innocent, the virtuous Malouta was led 
to that terrible Cavern, followed by an innumerable. 
Multitude of People of all Ages and all Condi- 
tions: In the midſt of that conſternated Crowd, 
the was the only Perſon that appeared with Tran- 
quility and Serenity in her Countenance; ſhe 
ſhined with a faint Light, like a pale Ray of the 
Sun breaking through a thick melancholy 
Cloud. 

When ſhe arrived at the Edge of the Cavern, 


| the adored the Moſt High, and made this edi- 


tying Prayer, | 
T2» 0 
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My Creator ! always merciful, always 
amiable in thy Fudgments, even the moſt 


ſevere , what Thanks have 1 not to render thee, 
for thus calling me to the greateſt Recompences of 
Eternity by the ſtrongeſt Trials of human Life! 
I paſs in the Twinkling of an Eye from the ſweet 
Enjoyment of thoſe temporal Goods thou hadſt 
heaped upon me, to the Infamy of the laſt and 
moſt terrible of Executions ; and yet in ſo dread- 
ful a Situation, thy comforting Goodneſs permits 
me to love thee, O my Sovereign Maſter ! with a 
Love more pure and more inflamed than ever. 
My Heart begins already to enjoy the Sweets of 


the Celeſtial Beatitude, which conſiſts in the inex- 


Preſſible Foy of poſſeſſing nothing, of loving nothing 


but thee, Of all my Attachments to Life, none 


remains with me Fong my Tenderneſs for the dear 
Spouſe thou gaveſt me; ſhower down thy Bleſſings 
upon him, and, as the laſt temporal Favour, I 
beg of thee, O my Creator ! to give him an aan 


Perfwaſion of my Innocence. 


When Malouka had finiſhed this Prayer, ſhe 
gave theSign for letting her down intothe Cavern, 


which was immediately done, becauſe the People 


were ready to riſe and offer Violence to the Mi- 
niſters of Juſtice. The Air echo'd back the 


Groans of the Multitude, and every Body retired 


home, his Soul pierced with Horrour, and his 
Mind i in that tumultuous Agitation which toſſes it 


to and fro', when the Spring of thoſe tragical 


Events that ſtrike it, ſtill remains concealed from 
him. Il 


Malouks 
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Malouka ſhut up in the Bottom of the Den, 


waited, with Agonies much more eaſy to be 


imagined than expreſſed, for the bloody Execu- 
tioner of the Sentence of her Death, but no Lyon 
appeared ; ſhe begg'd of God to augment her 
Courage, and grant her Patience, in Proportion 


to the Length of her Execution, which ſhe had 


not foreſeen would prove ſo dilatory. 
She opened her half cloſed Eyes, and at the 


other End of the Cavern, perceived a faint ſort 


of Light, as if it came through a Crack in aWall, 


but ſtill ſufficient to let her ſee that ſhe had no 


Lyon to fear there. 


She advanced towards the Light, found that a 
Part of the Arch had fallen in, and that the Lyon, 
the Print of whoſe Talons was juſt freſh on the 
Wall, had by that means eſcaped from his Priſon. 
Malouta moſt devoutly and gratefully gave 
Thanks'to her Creator. All the Stones ſhe could 
find, ſhe placed upon one another ; by the Help 
of them ſhe got up high enough to lay her Hands 
on the Breach, and then by placing her Feet on 


the Inequalities which Time had made in the 


Wall, ſhe gained the Top, and took the ſame 


May the Lyon had done through the Overture 
in the Vault. is 


* 


The moſt difficult Part was now performed, 
but the moſt painful was ſtill to come; for that 
Opening which gave into an uncultivated Part of 
the Country, was beſet with thick Brambles and 


 Briars, upon which ſtill hung large Tufts of the 


Lyon's Hair. Malouka creeping on her Hands 
and Knees through thoſe Thorns, received a 


Thouſand Wounds and Scratches from them all 
ET over 


22 De Adventures 


over her Body: Nevertheleſs ſhe courageouſly 
freed her Way through this laſt Encloſure of her 
Dungeon. 111 

As the Night was approaching, ſhe at firſt 
made what haſte ſne could to reach a fine Houſe 
that lay to the Right Hand; but ſuddenly per- 
ceiving ſome little Hutts on the left, ſne directed 
her Steps thither, perſuaded that Innocence and 
Hoſpitality are ſooner found within Mud Walls, 
than under the gilded Roofs of Palaces. 


But when ſhe had but a Quarter of an Hour's 


Journey more to perform, her Spirits ſuddenly 
failed : She fainted away at the Foot of a Trec. 
About Midnight, an old Arabian Lord paſ- 


ſing that Way, perceived, by the Light of the 


Moon, the Body of Malouka ſtretched out at 
length upon the Earth : Behold, ſays he to his 
Men, a Woman whom Robbers have attempted 
to murder ; let us clear up this Matter ; that if 
ſhe is dead we may give her Burial, or Aſſiſtance 
if ſtill alive. He diſmounted, came near her, 
and found that ſhe breathed ; he got ſome Drops 
of Balm down her Throat, and by little and 
little ſhe recovered her Senſes. As ſoon as ſhe 
could diſtinguiſh Objects and ſpeak, O generous 
Unknown! ſays ſhe, leave not unfiniſhed the 


good Work thou haſt begun: God hath made 


uſe of thy Charity to reſtore me my Life, he will 
{till preſerve it to me by thy Perſeverance in do- 
ing Good. | 

Praiſe to the Moſt High, anſwered the Arab, 
for having choſen me, in ſpite of my Unyorthi- 
neſs, to be the Inſtrument of his Mercy > the 
Poor and Oppreſſed. Come along with 1 1 
. | have 
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have a virtuous Wife who will feed thee with the 
Bread of our Children, 

In finiſhing theſe Words, he called to his 
Slaves to bring one of his Camels, upon which 


he mounted Malouta; he then continued his 
Journey with her, and the Twentieth Day after 


arrived at his Habitation. 


As ſoon as he had ſaluted his F amily and em- 
braced his Wife; behold, ſays he, in preſenting 
Malouka to her, a young and beautiful Perſon 
whom I found one Night in a Deſart, where ſhe 
lay as dead, her delicate Body torn and wounded 
all over by Thorns and Briars. After having 


with incredible Pain and Danger made her Way 


through thoſe Thorns, to reach ſome Houſes 
which ſhe ſaw at a Diſtance, her Spirits aban- 
doned her, and ſhe fainted away : This was the 
Condition in which I found her, and when I had 
recovered her Senſes by the Help of ſome Drops 

of Balm, I propoſed to her to follow me; he | 
conſented, and I promiſed that thou ſhouldſt nou- 
riſh her with the Bread of my Children: Give 
her then a Place amongſt them at our Table, and 
ſee that our Slaves honour and ſerve her with 


the ſame Reſpect they owe to us. Every Work 


of Mercy has its Recompence marked out in 
Heaven by the moſt High, and from this we 


| ſhall henceforth reap the ſweeteſt Comforts. Ma- 


louka is a Woman of Virtue and Wit, whoſe 
good Example and Diſcourſe will encreaſe in our 
Family the precious Treaſure of Advice and Edi- 


fication. 


The Spouſe of Zilbadjeb, for that was the 


Arabia s Name, receiv'd the Stranger with that 
plain 
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plain and affectionate Politeneſs, which takes 
away from the Charity we exerciſe every Thing 
that is ſhocking and diſagreeable to the miſerable 
who receive it; ſo that in a few Days, what was 
at firſt in the Hearts of the two Ladies but Com- 
flion on the one Side and Acknowledgment on 
the other, became a moſt ſtrict and lively Friend- 
ſhip. . | 
But the Inhabitants of the Deep are never 
pleaſed in freſh Water. The Dove, tho? fed in 
the moſt ſuperb Columbary, regrets her rural Ha- 
bitation 3 ſeperated from her dear Mate, ſhe 
pines, ſhe languiſhes under the fair Hand that 
every Day ſtroaks and careſſes her: So Malouka, 
in the amiable Bands of the moſt delicious Hoſ- 
pitality, felt in the Bottom of her Soul the invin- 
cible Diſguſts, which the Abſence of the Object 
ſhe adored gave her to all the other Poſſeſſions of 
Life. She made many vain Efforts to diſſemble 
her Melancholy, for ſtill ſomething of it always 
appeared. The Arab and his Wife, who were 
ignorant of the real Cauſe of her Sadneſs, re- 
doubled their Care and Attention, fearing they 
had done ſomething that diſobliged her. 
-  Malouka thoroughly touched with a grateful 
Senſe of their inexhauſtible Goodneſs to her, re- 
ſolved to tell them the Truth of her Adventure 
which ſhe had till then concealed from them, 
through fear of cooling their Friendſhip by that 
Suſpicion of her Virtue which a faithful Recital 
of her Hiſtory might poſlibly raiſe in them; but 
ſhe balanced no longer to diſcover the Secret, eſ- 
pecially when ſhe conſidered” that it was a ſure 
Means to convince them of her Gratitude. 
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When they had heard the ſtrange Things ſhe. 
related to them, their Compaſſion heightened - 
their Tenderneſs, they embraced her. The more 
we know thee unfortunate, ſays. Zilbadjeb, the 
greater Right haſt thou to a Share of the Riches 
which Providence hath ſo liberally beſtowed upon 
us: No Man is Proprietor of the Goods of this 
World: I am but the Steward of thoſe I poſſeſs. 
God having put thee into my Hands poor and 
perſecuted, thou ſhalt have an equal Share with - 
my own Children; their Birth and thy Adoption 
ſhall be equal between them and thee, ſince thou 
art not leſs than they a Preſent which I have re- 
ceived from his Bounty; | n 
 Aﬀer ſo tender a Teſtimony of a ſolid and ge- 
nerous Friendſhip, which drew its Source from a 
perfect Virtue, Malouka concealed her Grief 
with more Care than ever, that ſhe might preſent . 
nothing but a ſatisfied Countenance to the reſpec- 
table Parents whom the Divine Mercy had juſt 
given her: But all her Care, all her Precaution - 
gave Way to Nature: She ſoon fell again into her 
former Melancholy. 0 ; 2, 

Zilbadjeb*'s Wife made her very obliging Re- 
proaches on the Subject, and Malouka, forced 
by her ſecret Grief, anſwered her in theſe Terms. 

It is true, that, in ſpite of the Bounties with 
which thou art daily honouring me, in ſpite of 


all thy ingenious Methods to heap Favours upon 


me, I grow tired of my good Fortune, even in the 
Boſom of Felicity itſelf; but I will ſeek no Ex- 
cuſes for my Ingratitude but in thy own Heart. 
Humble thyſelf to my Situation for a Moment: 
Suppoſe that, overwhelmedwith Misfortunes, I re- 

; E ceive 
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ceive thee i into my Houſe and give thee an Azyſe 
whoſe Magnificence and Virtue might be equal 
to what I now meet with in thine, wouldſt thou 
think thyſelf happy ?---Couldft thou enjoy Tran- 
quility of Mind at ſuch a Diſtance from thy dear 
and reſpectable Huſband ? Wouldſt thou not 
fear that the Calumny which had drawn an unjuſt 
Sentence againſt thee, would alſo reach his Ear 
and perſuade him of thy Guilt ? Alas! that Fear 
made the principal Horror of the Execution to 
which I was condemned. To die innocent, ſaid 
I to myſelf, is but dying a little ſooner than or- 
dinary, there is nothing more in it: But to die 
loaded with the Contempt and Indignation of 
what one loves, not to be able to juftify 7 ourſelves, 
not to be able to convince him that we die faith- 
ful, and that in dying we adore him, is a Rock | 
ſufficient to ſhipwreck the Conſtancy and Reſig- | 
nation of a virtuous, tender and delicate Mind. 
- Pity me then, generous Friend, continued ſhe, 
and condemn not that Inquietude which thou 
wouldſt think it an Honour to thyſelf to feel if in 
my Place. Permit then, that to Morrow I leave 
thee to go and look for my Huſband in Egypt: 
Order me to be conducted to the firſt Town on 
the Route, and God, the Strength and Support 
of. thoſe who put their Truſt in him, will not 
abandon me in ſo laudable a Deſign 3 ; he will 
give me the Succours I thall ſtand 1 m need of to 
finiſh my Journey. 5 
The Arabian Lady, inſtead of replying, ran 
all in Tears to call her Huſband, and communi- 
cate to him the Reſolution Malouka had taken; f 
I — laid ſhe, bunt it would be Injuſtice to 
Jn endea- 
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endeavour to conſtrain her, but the Cauſes that 
_ bblige our Friends to go from us, do not become 
any thing the more comfortable by being indiſ- 
penſible. I am going to ſeparate myſelf from 
thee, my dear Malouka, for a long Time, and 
perhaps never to ſee thee more: Do not loſe the 
Remembrance of the lively Friendſhip I have for 
thee ; think that I am thy tender Mother, and 
that the Children brought up upon my Breaſt, 
and fuckled with my Milk, are not tied to me 
by a ſweeter or more powerful Sympathy, Re- 
ceive, my dear Daughter, my laſt Embraces 
I go to order the Things neceſſary for thy Depar- 
ture: I quit thee, I fly, that I may no longer ſee 
thy Tears that pierce me with a Grief which I 
am unable to reſiſt, Adieu]! I leave thee with 
Zilhadjeh, whom it is neceſſary for thee to con- 
ſult about the long and perilous Journey thou art 
undertaking ; my Preſence, my Sighs, my Tears 
would trouble a Converſation in which thou haſt 
Need of all thy Attention. Adieu! my dear 
Daughter ——— adieu ſhe ſtaid not for 

an Anſwer. = 33 
Zilhadjeb embracing Malouka with a lively 
and conſoling Affection, my dear Daughter, 
ſays he, I have not yet given thee, theſe three 
Moons that we have been together, any Proofs. 
of my Friendſhip that could | be called worthy of 
thee ; I have only, in a very plain and very com- 
mon Manner, exerciſed the Holy ogy of Hoſ- 
pitality : So far I have performed the Obligation 
of a faithful Muſſulman; but this Day I am ta 
acquit myſelf of ke” of a good Father. 


In 


to o elcotte and Conduct her. ; 
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hv 


In finiſhing theſe Words, he went to his Cloſer, 
@ preſence ame back with a Bag of Money in 
his and here is, ſays he, preſenting i it to her, 


à thouſand Sequins, to which I ſhall add Bills of 


Exchange on the richeſt Merchants of all the Ci- 
ties through which thou art to paſs. 

| Malouka was about to ſpeak to him; but he 
; ntefrupted her che Moment ſhe began to open 


her Mouth. God, fay'd he, who has filled my 
Treaſury, is he that opens my Hand, it is then 
him alone that thou ſhouldſt thank; I go to give 


him Thanks for having made me acquainted with 
thy Virtues and thy Neceſſities: Adieu! I re- 
commend thee to him and his Prophet; I with- 
draw to write down the Road thou art to take, 
and to prepare thy little  Equipage : Every Thing 
fhall be ready by two in the Morning. Adieu, 
my Dear! Adieu my amiable Daughter! depart 
without ſeeing me again; I ſhould not ſupport 
more courageouſly than thy Mother the fatal In- 
ſtant of our Separation, He took her once more 
in his Arms and then withdrew. _ 
Eilbadjeb and his Wife, being retired to their 
Apartment, filled feveral Trunks with what was 
net eſſary to enable Malouka to travel commo- 
chouſly. . 
After Midnight the Camels were got ready, 
one for her Cloaths, another for her heavy Bag- 
gage, a third for two Maiden Slaves that were to 
attend her; and ſhe herſelf mounted on a fourth, 
with a black Eunuch behind her, who held a 
Paraſol over her Head, Twelve Men on Foot 
and four on Horſeback, all well armed, ſerved 
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The Intendant of the Houſe came to compli- 
ment her in the Name of his Lord and Lady, 
and to make their Excuſes for not coming them- 
ſelves, in the Exceſs of their Grief to pay their 
laſt Devoirs to her, and kiſs the Hem of her 
Robe. 

Malouka was almoſt ſtifled with her Sighs and 
Tears, her natural Eloquence fail'd her, ſhe 
could not utter a ſingle Word, and at laſt ſet out 
with an Affliction as great as it was ſilent. - 

The ninth Day of her Journey ſhe arrived at 
the Town of Zefar, where ſhe reſolved to ſtay 
ſome Time to give her Attendants a little Reſt, 
and then ſend them back to the generous F riends 
who had given them to her: At laſt ſhe told 
them her Deſign ; they uſed their utmoſt Efforts 
to diſſwade her from it, but in vain. One of 
her Maiden Slaves, named Zarim, ſeeing her 
Reſolution, threw herſelf at her Feet; it would 
be a mortal Offence to thy Friends, ſaid ſhe, to 
retain nothing of their Liberalities; of all the 
' Preſents they have made thee I am the leaſt con- 

ſiderable; keep me, for otherwiſe I ſhall be ſa 
much loſt to them: I ſhall die with Chagrin if 
thou ſendeſt me back. Malouka ſmiled and 
granted her Requeſt, 

She kept beſides ſome Linnen, a few of the 
plaineſt Clothes, and but two hundred $ wma 
our of the thouſand which ſhe received | 
Zilbadjeb: She wrote to him and his — 
Spouſe, to thank them both for the magnificent 
Teſtimonies ſhe had received of their Bounty. 
A keep, ſaid ſhe in her Letters, neither all thy 
Gold, nor all the other Preſents with which thou 
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haſt overloaded me, but a little of each Thing, 
according to my indiſpenſible Neceſſities: The 
Superfluity I reſtore back to thee; it would be 
too much for me to Keep, even too much for 
thyſelf to part with: For, in the Midſt of all thy 
Opulence, thou haſt not enough to keep Pace with 
thy charitable Heart and thy generous Mind, 
To retain all thy Liberalities would be a ſort of 
Robbery committed on the Neceſſities of a thou- 
land Poor, who may be relieved by what my 
Diſcretion rejects as uſeleſs to me. Be not of- 
fended then to ſee thoſe Riches re-enter thy Houſe 
which thy liberal Hand had fo laviſhly beſtowed 
upon me. It is not that I am ignorant of the 
Price of them ; it-is on the contrary becauſe I 
know their Value, which, divided among ſeveral, 
will open a greater Number of Mouths in thy 
Praiſe, and encreaſe through all Eternity the 
Treaſure of thy Good Works. 
When ſhe had ſettled every Thing neceſſary 
for the Departure of the Equipage, ſhe ſent it 
back, and took a Lodging with an old Woman 
in the Town, who was much eſteem'd for her 
Piety 3 there ſhe ſtaid a few Days waiting for a 
little Caravan that was to go to Maſcat, where 
ſhe hoped to meet with the Opportunity of a ſafe 
Paſſage to Egypt, 
The next Day after her Arrival at Maſcat, 
where the Caravan ſeparated, ſhe walked about 
the Town, endeavouring to find ſome honeſt 
Company for Egypt; and in croſſing the great 
Square ſhe ſaw a Multitude of People pitying the 
Fate of a Man of ſixty Years of Age who was 
5 to be hanged, She immediately aſb'd what, 
| Crime 
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Crime he had been guilty of, and was told, that 
he had been employed in the Collection of the 
Royal Revenues, and that, either by Negligence 
or Diſſipation, he was 100 Sequins in Arrear to 
the Prince, which not being able: to pay, the 
Law condemned him to die. | 

How! ſays Malouka, That poor unfortunate 
Man has not been able, in all this great City, to 


25 find one Relation, one Friend, one charitable 


Perſon, to give ſo ſmall a Sum to redeem him 
from Death ! But would it not now be too late to 
relieve him? Would his Life be given him if 
any one would pay down the hundred Sequins ?. 
To whom, and with what Formalities muſt this 
Sum be given, in order to obtain his Pardon? 

It would be ſufficient, anſwers one, to tender 
it down at the Foot of the Ladder, he would not 
mount it were the Money depoſited there; and 
he would come down a free Man were he on the 
Top of it, provided the Debt could be diſcharg- 
ed before he was turned off, _ 

The Caſe being ſo, replied Malouka, 1 will 


deliver that miſerable Creature. She took a hun- 


dred Sequins out of her Purſe, and, in the Pre- 
ſence of all the People, counted the Sum into the 
Hands of the Sheriff, who amived that Moment 
with the Priſoner. 
I)!he whole Place rang with the e Voices 
of the Multitude, crying out Pardon, Mercy! 
God bleſs the Stranger who with her o.wn Money 
has redeemed the Life of an unhappy Debtor 
The Modeſty of Malouka ſuffered extremely 
at theſe Acclamations of the People ; ſhe drew 
= her Veil over her Face, and . through the 
Crow 


| 
it 
| 
! 
| 
| : 
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Crowd got to her Lodging. As ſoon as ſhe Was 
in the Houſe, ſhe begged of the good old Land- 
lady to ſend ſome Body with her to the next Vil- 
lage or Hamlet; becauſe, as ſhe ſaid, the Tu- 
mult and Noiſe of the Town difturbed her: The 
Landlady immediately pack'd up her Baggage; 
and went herfelf with her to a Relation's in the 
Borrough of Kalbat, about a League and a Quar- 
ter from the City. 1 1 
During this Time the Criminal, whoſe Life 
Malouka had faved, ran up and down looking 
for his Deliverer, that he might expreſs his Ac- 
knowledgments to her; but as ſhe was unknown 
in the City, he ſpent two Days before he could 
find -out where ſhe had lodged. Not meeting 
her there, he ſpeeded away to Kalhat, where at 
his Arrival he was told, that ſhe ſet'out from 
thence the Evening before, and the People of the 
Houſe ſhewed him the Road ſhe had ken. He 
immediately followed with all the Haſt he could 


make, and in the Evening over-took her juſt as 


ſhe was entering the Village where ſhe intended 
to ſtay that Night _ © aj 
Coming up to her he threw himſelf flat on his 
Face, O my dear Deliverer! /aid 

The Makho- «© he, Angel of my Planet! I can- 
metan Cabe- 44 not better employ that Life thou 


liſis believe | gt errut 
K irevery | * haſt ſaved than in ſacrificing it 


Man is diree- entirely to follow thee as thy 


ted by a Pla- «© Slave: Suffer me to ſerve thee 


ker k n . in that Quality, and chat, by my 


a © Submiſſion, my Attachment, 
. | 66 ee : 
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ws thee that my Gratitude i is the only Riches 1 

<& poſſeſs.” - | 

Malou ta ordered him to riſe: © Who ever 
i thou art, aid ſbe, thou haſt no Manner of O- 

* bligation to me, I know thee not, there was 
nothing perſonal in what I did for thee. But 
& if thou art really deſtitute of Subſiftence, I 
<< offer thee ſome Sequins z here they are, take 
& them, and thou ſhalt owe me no Obligation, 
* becauſe I do not lend, I give them to thee ; 
1 the Receiver always pays the Value of a 
< Preſent by the Honour he does the Giver in 
accepting it.“ 

Haroun-LJet, for ſo the old Man was called; 
would have none of the Sequins which Maluuta 
offered him. According to thy Way of Think- 
ing, faid he to her, I owe thee nothing; accard- 
ing to mine, I owe thee every thing: Let us then 
accommodate Maſters; give Room to my Gra- 
titude to exert itſelf, it will be a new Benefit from 
thee, and for me, an agreeable Means to acquit 
my Debts, 

As he finiſhed theſe Words, they arrived at 
the Caravanſera, and Haroun-Yek 
began with a good Grace to take The Mabe 
Poſſeſſion of the painful Office of a IEA 
Slave: He helped to unload the Tg 1 A 
Beaſts of Burthen, he went to look Towns and on 
for Provender for them, he made the the Roads, e- 
Beds, he went to Market, dreſſed Rh Er. 
Supper, ſerved it up to Table, and pence, for the - 
then ſtood reſpectfully behind Ma- —— _ 
laute to receive her Orders. Look- N Nl i 


own Beds, Proviſions, & on” 


| F ing 
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ing ſide-ways on him a Moment in that Po- 
ſture, I am not, /ays ſhe, uſed to fee that hu- 
* miliating Diſtance which Pride puts between 
* the Rich and the Poor; fit down with us; if 
thou art virtuous, as I have Reaſon to be- 
5 lieve thee to be, we are equal.” : 
* Haroun-Ye obeyed, and ſhewed ſo much 
Wiſdom and Diſcretion, that he required and 
preſerved the eſtimable Prerogative of placing 
himſelf at  Malouka's Table; his Behaviour 
ſhewed, that Subordination, ſo neceſſary among 
Men, does not always depend on the cruel Cu- 
ſtom to ſeparate the Great from the Little, to 
make the Miſerable creep under the proud Eye 
of the Maſter ; a Man's thinking modeſtly of 
himſelf would be ſufficient to preſerve it. 
They all Three continued their Journey toge- 
ther, and might well be taken for a little Fami- 
ly travelling, ſo much Cordiality was there 
between Malouka, her Maiden Slave, and the 
_ venerable Haroun-Yek, © 1 

They took their Road along the Sea Coaſt, in 
order to find a Port where they might embark 3; 
and as the Habitations in that Country ſtood at 
a conſiderable Diſtance from one another, they 
were ſeveral Times obliged to pitch their Tents, 
and ſleep in the Field. One Evening as they 
ſtop'd in a very agreeable Wood, with a Deſign to 
ſtay there all Night, they found a Man lying on 
the Earth: His Face was pale and disfigured ; ie 
had in it all the Agonies and Horrours of an ap- 
proaching Death, Malouka was the readieſt to 
ſuccour him; her charitable and diligent Hand 
drop'd ſome precious Elixir into his Mouth: By 


-- 
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Degrees he recovered his Spirits, and a while af- 
ter ſitting up, he fixed his Eyes on his beautiful 
Phyſician : From that Moment he found kindling 
in his Breaſt a devouring Flame, which, at Jaſt, 
quite diſturbed his Reaſon. | | 


O Divine Hour: ! ſays he, incom- 


parable Beauty! I did not live in 


ſuch a Manner as to be able to 


A Nymph 
of Mahomet's 
Paradiſe. 


hope after my Death far that Beau- 

titude in which I now behold myſelf. I muſt 

certainly have given very ſatisfactory Anſwers in 
my Grave to the two Angels who interrogated 

my Soul about its Faith and its Works: For, O 
_ thou faireſt of Houris! Should I have been now in 


thy Arms, if Munkat and Nekir had 


not judged me worthy of the moſt 1 of 
ici 1 wo An- 
delicious Rewards of Eternity * ee 


Draw near with thy roſy Cheeks 


Mafometan 


that I may kiſs them; come and 


make me drunk with the Joy of 


cording to the 


Creed, inter- 


the Heart. rogate the | 
1 Dead, to di- 
_ Malouka believing that the poor gribute either 
Man had Need of Nouriſhment to the Rewards 


recover his diſordered Brain, order- 
ed Victuals to be given him; and 
after he had taken ſome, they all 


or the Puniſh- 


ments they 
have deſerved. 


three helped him ta walk to their little Camp, 
where he was well taken Care of, as if he had 


been one of their Company. 


In a few Days 


he recovered his Strength, but his Reaſon never 


perfectly returned. 


© 


His Madneſs had thisSingularity in it, that it ne- 
ver broke out but in Preſence of Malouka ; when 


he did not ſee her, he appeared reaſonable enough; 


F 2 


This 
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This Circumſtance became ' very troubleſome ta 
them; for the found it impoſſible to hide herſelf 
intirely from his Looks: As often as he ſaw her 
Face, he ſtill threw himſelf on his Knees, from 
which Poſture it was ſometimes very difficult to 
raiſe him. One Night they were obliged to tie 
him to the Picquet of one of the Camels, _ 
When, in that Condition, he had loſt Sight of 
the Object of his extravagant Paſſion, his Senſes 
returned to him, and he abandoned himſelf to 
all the Deſpair that could poflibly ariſe from the 
111 Treatment he fancied he had met with; be- 
cauſe he was ignorant of the Cauſe of it, When 
Day came, and he was untied, he went away 
without ſaying a Word to any one; and with 
ſuch Precipitation that he left a Pocket-Book be- 
hind him with ſome Papers in it. | 
Haroun- Jet looked them over to ſee if there 
was nothing in them that could give ſome 
Knowledge of that Man; and by a Letter, which 
ſeemed to be from one of his Correſpondents, 
giving an Account of the Receipt of certain 
Goods, he'concluded he was. a Trader who had 
been robbed, and that the Misfortune had diſor- 
dered his Brain before the Beauty of Malouka had 
quite turned it: According to the ſame Con- 
jectures drawn from the Letter, with ſome Bills 
of Expences and Trade his Name appeared to 
be Mouzouf. But, whatever was the Matter, 
the poor diſtracted Fellow diſappeared, and our 
Travellers continued their Journey with greater 
Tranquility, 0 
The fourth Day after Mouzouf left them they 
arrived in a ſmall Hamlet which was but three 
2 — | | Leagues 


* 
o 
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. 
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Leagues from the Port of Chegbar, where they 


deſigned to embark, As they had but a little 
Way to go, and the Day was exceſſive hot, they 


reſolved to wait the Cool of the Evening to finiſh 


their Journey, and ſo retired under the Shade of 
ſome Trees that grew on the Banks of a little 


murmuring Broo 


in that agreeable Solitude, when they ſaw comi 
towards them a Man well mounted, and followe 
by five or ſix others on Foot. He accoſted our 
Travellers with a Sort of churliſh Air, and ſur- 
veying them one by one, I find I am not cheat- 
ed, ſays he; here are two clever Girls, and this 
honeſt old Fellow is ſtill firm upon his Legs. 
Come Friends, follow me, you ſhall loſe nothing 
by the Change, e 
By what Right, demands Malouka, pretendeſt 
thou to take us along with thee? Becauſe thou be- 
Jong ſt to me, anſwered the Man on Horſe- back; 
for Yeſterday in the Evening, Mouzouf, a Man 
very much eſteemed in this Country, ſold to me, 
Mehemet Addin, a very honeſt Dealer in ſuch 
fort of Ware, three Slaves named Malouka, 
Zarim, Haroun-Yek, with two Camels, and all 


their Baggage, without Reſerve. J have a Receipt : 


in good Form, therefore make no Noiſe, you are 
mine: Obey with the Submiſſion that is due to 
me. Then turning about ta the Men that fol- 
lowed him; Here, ſays he, I confide that old 
Fellow, and the Baggage Camel to your Care ; 
take them to my Houſe, but go leiſurely along: 
I. myſelf, will be the Conductor of theſe two 
handſome Girls, to divert them on the Road, 


and 


J 


"hey had hardly reſted themſelves an Hour 
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and make them loſe, if offible, the tender Re- 
membrance of the n e Mouzouf, their moſt 
dear and honoured Maſter. = 
Malouſta, in the midſt of this terrible Storm, 
raiſed a lofty Head, like an unſhaken Rock, at 
whoſe Foot the furious Waves dafh themſelves 
to Pieces. Virtue glittered in her Countenance, 
and fhined in her Diſcourſe and her Actions with 
ſo much Majeſty, that the moſt hardy Love 
could not diſcover itſelf i in her Preſence without 
Fear and Dread. | | 
Some Days paſſed over thus, when Mehemet 
Addin grew tired of the reſpectful and ſubmiſ- 
ſive Perſonage, which, in fpite of his Authority, 
he found himſelf obliged to act when in her Pre- 
ſence. This, ſays he to himſelf, is but a very 
pſeleſs Piece of Goods in my Warehouſe, it ts 
only fit for ſuch as have their Hands unemploy'd, 
| and Time enough to have Patience. 
Upon this Canfideration he reſolved to ell his 
three Slaves again, let him get ever ſo little by 
the Bargain. Haſſan, a famous Pyrate, and Pur- 
veyor to the Seraglios in the Eaſt, bid for them, 
and Mehemet came down to the modeſt Gain of 
Cent per Cent: The Bargain was ſtruck, the 
Money paid, and the three Victims conducted on 
Board Haſſan 8 Ship. | 
This new Maſter, accuſtomed dem his Child- 
hood to Thieving and Robbing, knew no Pro- 
vidence but Chance; no King but his Will; no 
Guide but his Fury; and no Friends but his 
Vices. In the Hands of ſo wicked a Man, Ma- 


fouka had need of * Succours, and God 
gave 
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gave them to her 1 in Proportion to the Dangers 
ſhe was in. 


Haſſan ſet Sail with a favourable Wind. His 


Ship was richly laden; he had, with more Care 
and Expence than ever, laid in every Neceſſary 


of Life; and likewiſe a ſufficient Store of ſuch 


Things as Intemperance alone ſeeks the forbidden 
Uſe of, as Wine, Pork, and other unclean Meats : 
For, to whet his brutal Appetite, pall'd by De- 
bauches of all Sorts, he would have, in al his 
Table-Pleaſures, the depraved Intermixture and 
Sauce of Sin. | 
_ Having one Day drank to Exceſs, according 


to Cuſtom, he ordered Malouka to be called in; 


and ſetting her by him at Table ; I believe, ſays 
he to her, my pretty brown Laſs, thou art 
not too well ſatisfied with the Indifference I have 
ſhewn thee ſince we have been together; but I 
reckon ſoon to quit Scores, and to make thee ſo 
happy, that thou could'ſt not be more 

ſo in the Garden of Eram. Thou py 2 
ſmalt reign over the Will of thy Maſ- qc. © 
ter; I will myſelf become thy Slave. 

Draw near, receive my firſt Homages,-- -He 
then offered to embrace her; but drawing back 
a little from him; I am no more thy Slave, ſaid 
ſhe, than thou art mine; I am born free : The 
perfidious Mehemet Addin had no Power over 
me, the two Perſons that ſerve me, nor over our 
Effects: He ſold to thee what did not belong 
to him, and therefore thou can'ſt not detain what 
thou haſt illegally bought. Nevertheleſs, as it 
would not be juſt that thou ſhould'ſt loſe thy 


my thou — it, as thinking the Purchaſe 


honeſt, 
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honeſt, I offer to reimburſe thee: Put me then 
in a Place where thou can'ſt be ſure of me; 
will from thence write to my Friends, and with 
their Anſwer I ſhall receive the Sum we agrees 
upon. This Offer thou wilt accept, if thou haſt 
he laſt Grain of Honour or Neigen! in oP 
So £5 

As a full Anſwer to ſo reaſonable 1 Propoſal, 
Haſſan burſt out into a loud Laughter, and did 
not come out of that Fit of Folly but to tumble 
into other Extravagancies. I did not fuſpe& 
thee of being 7 with the Talent of Preaching: 
Thou haſt Ju ſt ſpoke in ſo emphatical a Tone, 
that I thought I heard an Iman holding forth in a 
Moſque againſt the Infidels and Atheiſts : I have 
langh'd heartily at it, J have diverted my felf a 
Moment or two in hearing thee retail out Mora- 
lity ; but that Work would ſoon tire me: Fol- 
low thy natural Buſineſs then, endeavour to pleaſe 
me; dire away thoſe F ogs that cloud thy Mony 
Face, Here my favourite Sultaneſs,---take Ad- 
vice from this Glaſs of Wine ; offering her a 
Bumper at the ſame time. Malonta, with the 
Indignation of a zealous Muſſulman, puſhed away 
his Arm, and Haſſan, with all the Fury of a 
Drunkard, threw a Bottle at her Head; but the 


Hand of Providence turned it another Way, 


There's Warning for thee, ſays he to her, 
never again to refift the Will of thy Maſter. 
But we have both need to recover our Senſes, 
Get thee gone then, and come back in an Hour, 
to receive that Pardon which Love ſtill ſollicites 


for thee, 


Malouls 
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Malouka ſaw all the Horrour of her Situation; 
ſhe left the Monſter ; ſhe proſtrated herſelf before 
God, who alone can change the Heart of Man. 
While ſhe was at Prayer, a black Cloud be- 
gan to appear to the Northward, the Length of 
which ſeemed to be about twenty Paces of a Ca- 
mel z upon the Appearance of that Cloud, the 
| Men in the Main-Top immediately cried out 
ſeveral times, God aſſiſt us, God preſerve us, his 


holy Prophet intercede for us. 
In a Word, all on a ſudden the Winds begin | 


to roar, and: the Waves drive over one another 
in Mountains to the Sky : Sometimes the Ship is 
among the Clouds, and the very next Moment at 
the Bottom of the Deep ; from whence another 
Moment mounts her to the Clouds again : The 
Sails, the Shrouds, the Rigging all fly into a 
Million of Pieces; over-board tumble the Mats; 
and away go the Boltſprit and Rudder. 11 
In this trightful Confuſion Malouka alone was 
ſerene and chearful, her Truſt was in Providence, 
which ſo ſignally had declared in her Favour. 
The impious Haſſan, to encourage his Men, 
ſwore and curſed, like ſome Bravos in a Battle, 
where affecting to fear nothing either in this 
World or the next, they think to communicate 
their falſe Intrepidity to their Companions; but, 
in the midſt of his Blaſphemies, a Wave carries 
him off the Quarter- Deck to the hotteſt Hearth 
of the eternal Fires; and then the Hurricane 
ceaſes as ſuddenly as it began. 
The Circumſtances with which this dreadful 
Tempeſt was accompanied from the Beginn ing 


to the End, made ſo great an Impreſſion on all 
the 


_ - 


— 3 — os . LAs A MW ]˙ömm ̃ ̃?ʃůi Kr ts A ne, 
- N * T = N 


42 Te Adventures 
the Ship's Crew, that every Body looked upon it 


as a Miracle of God in favour of Malouka ; ſhe 
was reſpected by them as a Saint, they would 
have no other Commander. In the Condition in 
which the Veſſel was, without Maſts, and conſe- 
quently without Rigging or Sails; without Bolt- 
fprit or Rudder, and therefore impoſſible to be 
managed ; none but a Perſon endowed with the 
Gift of Miracles could guide her. In nine Days 
they arrived at the Port of Gheovader in the King- 
dom of Beloudga,' and the Eye Witneſſes of her 
Behaviour on Board were ſo many, that the Re- 
putation of her * ſoon flew: all over the 
Country. vs 7 

The. People were Idolators, and 1 
very ſuperſtitious, from whence Malouka drew 
two conſiderable: Advantages for the Exaltation 


of Mabometiſin; one was, that as they looked 


upon her to be a Divinity, they received her 
Words as Oracles ; the other, that as ſhe found 
them diſpoſed to ſo great a Veneration for her, 
it was not difficult to perſuade them into a Belief 
of the Alcoran, which ſhe told them was the 


| Source of all Good and all Merit. 


Her Charity was likewiſe of great uſe to her 
in her Project, for ſhe viſited the ſick Poor in 
her Neighbourhood, and with her Elixir cured 
thoſe that renounced their Idols and believed in 
God and his Prophet. 

The King was ſoon informed of all theſe 
Things, to which he gave little Faith; but to ſee 
with his own Eyes, and to clear up the Matter 
himſelf, he gave Orders for bringing the beauti- 


25 Stranger to Court. | 
| 6) e 
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Malouka was immediately mounted on a very 
fine Horſe, Zarim and Haroun- Jet upon Mules : 
Their Baggage was put into Waggons, and the 
Governor of the Town marched himſelf at the 
Head of an Eſcorte, that he might have the Ho- 
_ of preſenting the Holy young Lady to the 

in | 
Th he fifth Day they arrived at the Metropolis 
of Beloudga, which had the fame Name with that 
of the Kingdom, and the next Morning Malouka 
was admitted to a private Audience at the Foot 
of the Throne, 

King Hazif Coubbai was ſurprized at her 
dazzling Beauty : He fixed his Eyes upon her 
with all the Attention and Eagerneſs of a Man 
that had found a Treaſure, O Queen of my 
Heart! ſays he to her, I make no longer Diffi- 
culty to believe thou haſt wrought the Miracles 
that have been publiſhed, for the immortal Gods, 
can they refuſe thee any Thing? Furious Neptune 
grows angry or mild, juſt as thy Prayer deſires : 
Divine ÆAſculapius, ſo covetous of his Secrets, 
has to thee confided his aniver/al Remedy, which 
Philoſophers pretend to diſtribute, and yet know 
no more of than the Name. Thou cureſt all our 
Sick; work new Prodigies worthy of the Gods 
and of thee : vouchſafe to conjure down that 
Storm which thy bright Eyes have raiſed in my 
Heart: An Arrow ſhot from thy aſſaſſinating 
Eye-lids has juſt given me a mortal Wound ; let 
then thy Complaifance pour into it ſome of its 
ſweeteſt Aromaticks, When he had done ſpeak- 
ing he appeared in a ſtrong and paſſionate Agi- 

tation, which like an impetuous Torrent hurried 
G 2 him 
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him along. He waited not for Malouka's An- 
ſwer, but immediately ordered an Appartment 
for her in the Palace, and committed her to the 
Care of the Chief of his Eunuchs. 

Love, who in the Pyrate's Ship, had ſhew'd 
himſelf in ſo hideous a Form to Malouka, appear- 
ed to her here under another leſs hateful, but in 
the main he was reſolved to exerciſe the ſame 
Tyranny ; and Malouka could not make ule of 
a Tempeſt in the King's Court as ſhe had done 
at Sea; but her Confidence in the Moſt High 
did not diminiſh upon that Account. The Suc- 
cours ſhe had obtained from Heaven in ſo many 
tormer Dangers, inſpired her with the Hopes of 
overcoming thoſe with which ſhe now ſaw her- 
ſelf threatened, 

She was conducted to her Appartment, when 
the King already grown impatient at her Ab- 
ſence, went to ſee her. As he was witty, good 
humoured and police, he ſpoke of his Paſſion to 
her with Decency and Reſpect, and took none 
of thoſe Liberties: which ſome Princes think their 
Rank and Power give them a Right to make uſe - 
of ; but his Love began, by Degrees, to be leſs 
reſerved, tho* without changing any thing in the 
; Modeſty of his Exprefſions. Art laſt the Prince 


boffer'd a bold Hand, and in the ſame inſtant the 


Prophet, who from the Heavens watch'd over the 

Safety of Malouka, darted a Curſe on that raſh 

Arm, which immediately remained without Mo- 

tion. 

The King who was a great Eater, and uſed 
bur little Exerciſe, took this Accident for a Fit 


of the Apoplexy, and cried out like a loſt = 


F MALO ur A 


O Daughter of the Goddeſs Minerva ! give me 
quickly ſome of thy Elixir---give it me---I die! 
Thou doſt not know thy Diſtemper, anſwer- 
ed Malouka ; here is no Occaſion for Druggs 
this is not the Buſineſs of Phyſicians, but of the 
Almighty whom I adore, and who chaſtiſes thee 
for thy criminal Paſſion which has offended him. 
Well then, replied the King, appeaſe thy jea- 
lous God, and cure me in his Name with thy 
Elixir. | 
This budding Confidence which the King ex- 
preſſed in God, who was ſtill unknown to him, 
gave Malouka Hopes, that if he recovered, the 
Miracle might make ſuch an Impreſſion on him, 
as to open his Eyes to the Nothingneſs of his 
Idols, and iacline him to embrace the Muſſulman 
Faith, whole Seeds, tho? ſcattered at Random, be- 
gan already to produce ſome Appearance of a 
Harveſt. She lifted up her Heart to God, ſhe 
invoked the Prophet, and made the King ſwallow 
ſome Drops of Elixir : No ſooner were they down 
but he found his Arm recover all its Functions and 
Vigour. Tranſported with Joy, he cried out, 
O thou Woman all divine]! Wonder of Nature! 
thy Philoſophick Gold has reſtored me my Lite, 
it belongs to thee, diſpoſe at Pleaſure of all I 
poſſeſs ; reign over my Dominions, over my 
ſelf with an abſolute Power: From henceforth 
acknowledge no other Maſter here, no other So- 
vereign but the Love to which I deliver myſelf 
up without Reſerve, that nothing may be want- 
ing to thy Happineſs. In ſaying this, he threw 
himſelf on his Knees, endeavouring to embrace 


thoſe of Malouka, who had Difficulty enough to 
12 | 8 repulſe 
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repulſe Marks of Acknowledgment that no Way 
pleaſed her; immediately thoſe Marks became 
more offenſive by being more lively, but the Pro- 
phet interpoſed a ſecoud time in favour of his 
well-beloved, and behold the Royal Arm in 
a worſe Condition than before. 

The King looked upon his Relapſe as an evi- 
dent Sign of approaching Death, and in greater 
Conſternation than the firſt Time, he called for 
Elixir with more Ardour and Impatience. 
 Malouka zealouſly took hold of that Oppor - 
tunity to bring him off from Idolatry: Thou haſt, 
ſaid ſhe, received a juſt Chaſtiſement of thy In- 
gratitude. The God whom I ſerve, and who is 
thy God as well as mine, the Creator of all Men, 
the ſovereign Maſter of Kings; ther God who 
diſtributes Sunſhine and Nouriſhment to all liv- 
ing Creatures graciouſly manifeſted himſelf to 
thee, but an Inſtant ago, in a moſt miraculous 
Manner, and yet hardly hath he cured thee, when 
thou falleſt again into the very ſame Tranſgreſ- 
fions that provoked his Anger againſt thee, 

Think then of diſarming his Wrath, by a 
firm Reſolution to acknowledge him for thy 
only God; humble thy ſelf, adore him, and a- 
dore none bur him : Reſpect in me the Virtue 
of Chaſtiry which he loves and protects; and I 
hope that, to thy Repentance and my Tears, he 
will grant the ſpeedy Recovery of thy Health, 
Theſe edifying Words pierced the Heart of 
the King, and the Holy Prophet Mahomet * 
ed in Perſuaſion along with them. 
That Prince, after _— ſome Moments, 1 


have juſt done interiourly, ſays he, all that _ 
ha 
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haſt adviſed me to: Pray for me to thy God, 
who is alſo mine, and give me in his Name a 

ſtrong Doſe of Elixir: Malouta gave him a 
double Quantity, and he was entirely reſtored. 

He no longer reſiſted ſo wonderful a Demon- 
1 of the Power and Mercy of the true 
God; he was convinced and converted. As 
the firſt Proof of his Faith he made a Sacrifice of 
his unruly Love, and expreſſed no further Senti- 
ments to Malouka, but what were worthy of her 
Virtue. He permitted her to leaye his Palace, 
and ſhe quitted it that Moment; reſolving ne- 
yer to let the King ſee her again, until ſhe was 
well affured that he had couragiouſly triumphed 
over his Paſſion. 

All the Lords of the Court, and the rich In- 
habitants of the City, ſtrove each which ſhould 
get Malouka into his Houſe, but ſhe civilly re- 
fuſed all their Offers: At laſt a Man bending 
under Years, and reſpected for his Wiſdom, 
brought her the Keys of his. The Abode of the 
Poor, ſays he to her, is the favourite Habitation 
of the Saints: Thou wilt find nothing in my 
Houſe, but what is moſt indiſpenſibly neceſſary. 
A little Neatneſs compoſes all the Pomp and 
Magnificence of my Appartment: A fimple 
Mat of Ruſhes, wove by my weak Hands, co- 
vers my Sophas and my Floors: The Fruits and 
Pulſe of my Garden make all the Delicacies of 
my Table: A Fountain always liberal of its 
Store, furniſhes all my Sorbet and cooling 
Drinks; and my Poverty, like a Wind that 
purifies the Air from all its malignant Influ- 
ences, has removed at a good Diſtance from me, 
1 every 
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every Sort of Neighbourhood that is s either in- 
commodious or dangerous. My Solitude is pro · 
found; the Covetous, the Envious and the Li- 
bertine never approach it. | 
Thou offereſt me, replied Malouka, a Net 
preferable in my Eye to the Palaces of Kings: 
J accept this delightful Abode, but upon Condi- 
tion that J ſhall not diſlodge thee; for thy Vir- 
tue renders the Price of that Place ineſtimable, 
into which thou art pleaſed to receive me. i 
After ſhe had made Mobarem, which was the 
old Man's Name, 3 her that he would not 
quit his Houſe, ſhe followed him thither, at- 
tended by Haroun-Yek and Zarim. 

The King heard with Surprize, that Malouks 
had retired into ſo poor a Houſe ; but not wil- 
ling to conſtrain her, he ſent her a great Sum of 
Money to build there, and buy Ground about it, 
with Orders to the Poſſeſſors of thoſe Places 
that ſhould be to her liking, to ſell them to her 
if ſhe RTE: 

With great Modeſty ſhe refuſed both the one 
and the other Favour, neither. would ſhe accept 
of a Box full of Jewels. I have no need of any 
of thoſe Things, ſaid ſhe to the Perſon whom 
the King had ſent to her ; this World which ap- 

ears to be ſo great, and which the ambitious 
would poſſeſs entirely to themſelves, is but a Part 
of the vaſt Univerſe : In this Part of it every Fa- 
mily has a Right to a certain Portion for its Sub- 
ſiſtance; and in that Portion the moſt High 
has marked out a Place for each Man to ſet his 
Foot and lay his Head on; the Body of a Mo- 


narch takes up no more Room than that of a 
| Slave, 
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Slave, | I have; like other Creatures, what i is nes 


ceſſary for me, I deſire no more. 

As to the Jewels which the King ſo generduſiy 
ſends me, 'I ſhould find them entirely uſeleſs; 
I deſire no other Pearls at my Ears than the Diſ- 
courſes of the Wiſe, and the Complaints of the 
Miſerable : And when my Hand can open it- 
ſelf to the Wants of the Poor, it will be much 
better adorned than by the Topaz and the Ruby: 
Nevertheleſs, to give the King a Mark of my 
Submiſſion to his Orders, I will, with Pleaſure, 
receive a moderate alimentary Relief from him, 
that I may not be abſolutely uſeleſs to ſuch of our 
Brethren as God gives to the Rich to feed: I 
cannot refuſe them Alms without exciting in 
them that Murmur and Impatience which make 
the Indigent loſe the Merit of their Condition. 

Sentiments ſo elevated, ſo virtuous; a Con- 
duct always humble and always edifying; and a 
Charity ſo inexhauſtible, procured Malouka 
the Veneration of all the People: Fame pub- 
liſhed the Sanctity of her Life to all the Cor- 
ners of the Eaſt. 

When, by the King? 8 Perſeverance i in his Re- 
ſpect for her, and the Eſteem of the Publick, 
ſhe ſaw herſelf, in a Condition to be no longer in 
dread of any Violence, Tenderneſs for her Huſ- 
band, and the Deſire of ſeeing him again poſſeſſed 
all her Thoughts; but, taught by her paſt Miſ- 
fortunes, ſhe would not attempt a ſecond Jour- 
ney, before ſhe had taken proper Meaſures for 
the Succeſs of it; the firſt and moſt eſſential 
was to know. whether ſhe muſt go to him in 
Egypt, or meet him in her own Country: To this 


H 2; End 
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End ſhe diſpatch'd away two Expreſſes ; - ONE 
for the Place of her Nativity, and the other for 
Grand Cairo, with proper Inſtructions and Let- 
ters ſor diſcharging their Commiſſions. 

He that was ſent to Arabia nevet arrived there, 
he periſhed at Sea; the other that went to E- 
&ypt did not meet what he fought for; a Month 
before his Arrival, Mahmoud Kourdac had ſet out 
for Arabia, whither let us follow him, and leave 
Maiouta for a while in her choſen Solitude. _ 

During all the Time of his Abſence, that faith- 
ful Huſband had received no News. of his belov- 
ed Malouta; but ſtill the Difficulty of ſending 
Letrers ſo far; and that too only by the Hands 
of Travellers who might be ſtripꝰd on the Road; 
the Impediment of Sickneſs, 'or Death, Neglect 
or Infidelity of the Meſſengers, furniſhed him 
with thoſe conſoling Ideas of Hope which reſt- 
leſs Love ſtands 1 in need of to rr its falling 
into Deſpair. 

When Mabmoid Kourdac came within a 
Day s Journey of home he ſlackened{ his Pace, 
that he might not arrive until pretty late in the 
Night; propoſing a moſt pleafant Scene to 
himſelf of that amiable Confuſion, that Diforder,. 


that Hurry and Buſtle, which never fail to be in 


A? Family at 1155 unexpected Return of the Ma- 
ſter 
me length he arrives, he alights from his 
Horſe, he knocks at his Gate, no Body anſwers : 
He grows impatient, he knocks louder,” he re- 
doubles his Noiſe: A Slave calls cut, aſks who's 
there? and what he wants at that undue Hour? 
| „ e Fa —— tells his Name, and bids him. 
Jopen 
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en immediately. The Slave | 
{tr ikes the Tehacmac, lights a > _ FE 
Wax-Candle, runs from Chamber wh: wo 
to Chamber, awakes all the Houſe, 
and proclaims the Arrival of his Maſter, Eve- 
ry one ſnatches up his Cloths in haſte, deſcends 
into the Court with a Flambeau in his Hand, 
| and at laſt the Gate is opened. | 

Mahmoud enters, and in the Midſt of a Crowd 
of Servants, much more numerous than he left 
them, ſees a blind Man ſupported under the Arms, 
whom he does not at firſt Sight know to be his 
Brother; it is the ſame, the perfidious Nabi Kay. 

A frightful Conſternation was printed in every 
Face, no one lifted up his Eyes, no Body offer- 
ed one fingle Word, This mournful Silence, all 
theſe Marks of profound Sorrow, are Harbingers 
to Mahmoud of ſame fatal Accident which he 

cannot yet underſtand : But ſeeing, neither Ma 
louka, nor any of her Slaves come to meet him in 
her Name, he no longer doubts of her being 
dead or dying. He offers to go directly to her 
Appartment, they hold him back, Ah! then 
cries he, it is done [ have loſt all that I loved 
then throwing himſelf on Nabiſtay's Neck, 
don't diſſemble with me, ſays he, inform me of 
all the moſt cruel Circumſtances of my Misfor- 
tune; pour into my Soul the moſt ſubtil Poiſon | 
of Deſpair, that I may die the ſooner and rejoin 
Malcuka in her Tomb. 

In finiſhing theſe Words, he went directly to 
his Cloſer, 5 — his Brother followed him 5 | 
(he Help of his Guide ; they ſhut themſelves up 

RE. toge· 
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together, and Nati ieay began in the following 
Terms. 

0 my deareſt Brother ! my true Friend, him 
whom I reſpe& moſt of all Men upon Earth! 
Why do'ſt thou ſo ill requite my Tenderneſs, as, 
in the Rage which poſſeſſes thee to deſire Death, 
to make Choice of me for thy Executioner ? To 
order me to tell thee without Diſguiſe, the Tra- 
gical Hiſtory of thy Wife, is to arm me with a 
Poignard to plunge into thy Heart : Never did 
Tongue pronounce any thing ſo deteſtable, never 
did Pen write any Fact fo odious as that of which 
I am now going to give the Circumſtances —— 
Ah! Brother, interrupts the impatient Mahmoud, 
ſhorten my Execution, finiſh me with one ſingle. 
Stroke. — Thy Wife, then, replies Nabiſkay, 
was convicted of Adultery, and, by Sentence of 
the Judge, thrown to be devoured by the Lyon. 

More ſtruck with this funeſt News than if he 


had received Sentence of Death, Mahmoud re- 


mained immoveable, and fell into a profound 
Reverie ; but coming to himſelf ſome Moments 
after, no, Cries he, ſhe was not guilty, they con- 
demned her unjuſtly : Periſh the Calumniators 
that ſwore againſt her! Who are they? Who is 
the Judge that lent his Miniſtry to the black Fu- 
ry of our Enemies ? But thee, my Brother! thee 
to whom I committed the Care and Preſervation 
of my dear Malouka ! Why didſt thou not em- 
ploy thy Credit and all my Fortune to defend 
her Innocence ? | 
It was, replies We becauſe I had no 
room to doubt of her Crime: What Violences 
did I not commit on my ſelf in proſecuting her, 
" as 
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as thy offended Honour exacted of me to do! 
What Grief can equal mine upon that Occaſion !. 
I never ceaſed pouring out Floods of Tears, and 
I ſhed ſuch bitter ones, that the very Day of her 
Execution I became blind in an Inſtant. | 
Who then was the Magician, demands Mah. 
moud, that bewitched the Eyes and corrupted the 
Virtue of Malouka ? For all the Kings of the 
Earth, even Love himſelf, would have in vain 
attempted to pleaſe her. It was, replied Vabiſ 
kay, a young Man of a raviſning Beauty, whom 
I ſaw here at the Stair-head, and whom three 
irreproachable Witneſſes ſurprized with her, but 
he diſappeared with the Agility of a Spirit of 
the Air; and could never be found ſince, hat- 3 
ever Search was made for him. | 

The Judge and the Witneſſes, demands Mab- 
moud again, were they any of my Acquaintances, 
and was there no Enmity between them and me? 
No, replies the other, thou hadſt ſome Eſteem 
for Lord Mouzaffer, he was the Judge; and thy 
good Neighbours Schabour, Banouan, Calaf, 
were the Men that depoſed againſt thy Wife. 

It is true, indeed, ſays the afflicted Mahmoud, 
I never had any Difference with them; never- 
theleſs I am ſo inwardly perſuaded of the Inno- 
cence of my dear Maloyka, that I ſhall hardly 
refrain from giving them memorable Marks of 
my Reſentment the firſt time I ſee. them. 

Thou wilt have no Affairs to ſettle. with them, 
anſwers Nabiſcay, Lord Mouzaffer was devour- 
ed ſome Months ago by a Tyger in the neigh- 
- bouring, F F aua! and the other three were cruſnd 
o 
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to Death by the Fall of the Portal of a Moſque, 
as they were going together to Morning Prayers. 

Thou art, then, the only remaining Butt of the 
Chagrin that devours me, ſays Mahmond; 1 
ſhould have too great a Struggle with my ſelf to 
ſuffer thy Preſence, and thou wouldſt be as un- 

eaſy in mine; let us ſeparate, Brother] return to 
thy Houſe, - Go, thou, thy Slaves, and all thy 
Train : I will have no other CONE here but 
mY Re 

Nabiſkay with a ſecret Joy received his Au- 
dience of Leave; his wounded Conſcience ſtood 
in need of it, and he immediately removed. 

When he was gone, Mahmoud, who reſolved 
to deliver himſelf up to all the Horrours of Soli- 
tude, ordered his Slaves never to appear before 
him except called for, and to refuſe Entrance, 
without Diſtinftion, to every one that came, 
either upon Viſits or Buſineſs, 

He ſpent near two Moons in this laborious Ex- 
erciſe of ſolely entertaining himſelf with his own 
Afflictions, and ſearching into the obſcure Truth 
of this Affair, which only ſhewed itſelf as it were 
in an impenetrable Abyſs. | 

- His Grief and Melancholy encreaſed every 
Day, and at laſt he took ſo violent a Diſguſt to 
the Place in which he had ſeen his dear Malouka, 
and where ſhe now appeared no more, that he 
ſold his Houſe, and all the Eſtate he poſſciſed 1 in 
that Country. 

The Property of thoſe profound Griefs that 
overwhelm us, is Uncertainty and Precipitation; 


cs wa ſold every thing without having firſt 
| relolved 
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reſolved whither to retire. At laſt he determi- 
ned to go to the Ifland of Nedget, with no other 
View of Preference than that-it was extremely dil- 
tant from tlie Place he quitted. | 7 E, +7 227 
He ordered his Equipage to be got ready, and 
in ſpite of the Repugnance he felt within himſelf 
to ſee his Brother, he went to bid him adieu. He 
found him fitting alone in his Chamber, with his 
Face to the Wall, and his Back to the Window, 
as abandon'd as a blind Beggar that aſks Alms 
by the Highway Side.. He was touch'd with Pity 
at ſeeing him in that Condition, and having, after 
the uſual Compliment, informed him of his De- 
parture, thy deplorable Situation, ſays he, brings 
a Thought into my Head which I muſt commu- 
. I am going to ſettle in the ſolitary Iſle of 
Nedget, and it is ſaid that in another great Iſland 
not far from it, lives a pious Woman, who, by 
Way of Excellence, is called the Saint, and who 
works prodigious Miracles. I found on my 
Road hither from Egypt, an infinite Number of 
Sick of all Sorts going to preſent themſelves be- 
fore her, with an entire Faith of being healed, 
evenby her breathing upon them. I alſo met with 
Men whoſe Appearance entitled them to Reſpect 
and Belief, and who aſſured me upon Oath that 
they had been with the 2ve!l Beloved of the Pro- 
Phet, (for ſo ſhe is likewiſe called) the Paralytic, 
the Lame, the Deaf, the Dumb, the Blind, and. 
that ſhe perfectly cured them, by ſprinkling on 
their Lips a few Drops of a Celeſtial - * 2 
Dew, gathered, without doubt, „ 


the Racuſa of the Prophet, There 


— 


fore, 
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fore, Brother, continued Mahmoud, as that Holy 
Woman has the: Gift of Miracles, go and pro- 
ſtrate thy ſelf at her Feet: She will appeaſe God, 
if it is God that has ſtruck thee blind for ſome 
great Crime thou haſt committed; and if, on 
the contrary, thy Diftemper is but natural, the 
Saint will have the leſs Difficulty in reſtoring 
%%% 1 
Nabiſtay, diſturbed with the Gnawings of his 


wh „ 


to watch over thy own Safety. But behold the 
Remedy I offer thee ; I ſet out to Morrow, come 
along with me, we will take the ſame” Rout to- 
gether, and I promiſe to ſee thee landed ſafe in that 
great Iſland where the Saint dwells. God grant 
that the Purity of thy Conſcience may be ſuch as 
to facilitate the Recovery of thy Sight, that 
thou may'ſt find the Way back in Safety to thy 
Nabiſtay concluded from this moralizing, that 
his Brother ſuſpected his Treaſon in the Affair of 
Malouka 5, and that to refuſe the Journey he pro- 
poſed to him, would be a [Confeſſion that his 
Conſcience. was burdened with an enormous 
Crime, and put him out of all Hopes of being 
cured by the Interceſſion of the Saint. 
For the ſank Reaſon he ought 46 have feared 
the Event of the Pilgrimage; that is to ſay; that 
not being cured, his Brother would be — 
N | that 
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that God rejected him as a Traytor and a Murs 
derer; but he either did not make this Reflec- 
tion, or the Apprehenſions of the preſent Inſtant 


prevailed over thoſe of the Future: In ſhort, he 


accepted Mabmoud's Offer, and ſet out with him 
the next Morning. 5 | | 
During this Journey, which laſted ſeven Moons, 
there happened ſtrange Revolutions in Beloudga, 
whither they were bound. on Ree 
Haxif Coubbai, King of that Iſland, died ſud- 
denly, by being too great a Lover of good Cheer, 
in ſpite of the Advice of Malouka, who often 
repeated to him that the Stomach was a danger- 
ous Maſter, when People did not know how to 
refuſe its diſorderly Cravings. 332 

As the Crown was elective, and might be poſ- 
ſeſſed by Women, the People, having a profound 
Veneration for Malouka, choſe her for their 

Ueen. | 5 | , 

She refuſed the Scepter with a ſincere Modeſty, 
as too heavy for her weak Hand to wield. There 
are ſo many Men, ſays ſhe, capable of ruling, 
chuſe the moſt worthy among them; the Num- 
ber is great, Wherever I have been, here as 
well as in other Places, I have: heard Men of 
Merit, learned Men, Philoſophers, and eyen 
Derviſes cry, in ſpeaking of publick Affairs, 
were I King, I would reform ſuch an Abuſe, I 
would not undertake This, I wou*d not do That. 
Theſe wiſe Cenſors, when I ſhall be furrounded 
with the Luſtre of the Throne, will immediately 
ſpy out all my Faults which are now hid from 
them by the Obſcurity of my preſent Condition: 

1 Would 


A 


* 
Kai, 
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Would it not then be more Honour for me to let 
them believe, by refuſing the Crown, that I was 
worthy of it, than to ſhew them by; my accepting 
it, that I did not deſerve to wear it. 

But the more humble Malouka apprared, the 
more * they found her to reign, and the 
greater Hopes they had of the Wiſdom and 
Mildneſs of her Government. 

Her Reſiſtance was in vain, the People hur- 
ried her away to the Temple in order to pro- 
claim her: And ſhe very dextrouſly ſeized that 
Opportunity to make them receive the Holy 
Truths contained in the Alcoran. I do not, ſaid 
ſhe, acknowledge your Idols for Gods, and 1 
never could receive, as a Pledge of your Fidelity 
and Obedience, the Oath you ſhould take to me 
in their Name : Nor would that which I muſt 
take to you for the Maintenance of your Laws, 
your Liberties, your Privileges, engage my Con- 
fcience or Faith in the leaſt, if I had none but 
your chimerical Divinities to ſwear by. Hear 
me then, O People, whom I reſpect and love! I 
adore one only God, the Creator of all the Worlds, 
and of all Men: It is by his Will alone, his 
Power and his Mercy that every Thing exiſts: 
It is by him that I cure your Infirm, your Sick, 
and your Lame; the Alcoran is his Holy Law, 
Mabomet is his Prophet. The deceaſed King, 
whoſe Memory is dear to you, embraced this ſa- 
lutary Faith; imitate his Example, and 1 will 
take upon me the Government of this Kingdom, 
being perſuaded that the Almighty will grant me 
all the Aſſiſtance J ſhall ſtand i in need of to make 


you happy. 
When 
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When ſhe had done ſpeaking; the People eried 
out on all Sides, The Gud of Malouka 1s the only 
God, the Alcoran 7s bis Late, 10 Mahomet s 
his B n 
A Multitude of all Diſtinckions and Ages, 
whom the Queen had cured of Diſeaſes which the 
Phyſicians had declared incurable; animated: by 
the Zeal of Religion, immediately:crowded into 
the Temple, and broke the Idols to Pieces. 

The Sacrificers then taking their Knives aud 
other Inſtruments of Slaughter, put themſelves in 
a Poſture to repel their Violence, and perhaps 
much Blood would have been ſhed, if the Queen 
had not prevented it by the following Speech. 
I will not, ſaid ſhe, force the Conſcience of uny 
Man: Such as babe a Mind, let them live and 
die in the Darkneſs of Idolatry ; but I will ac- 
knowledge none for my true Subjects, but thoſe that 
fincerely renounce Falſbood, and with me W 


the Truth, Let theſe ſeparate from 

the Reſt, and range themſelves on The Market 
the Left in the Bazar: I will receive 7 lag oe gh 

their Oath of Fidelity, Let the 0-' I Aft is the Poll 
thers draw up on the Right „ aud I of Honour with 
will diſtharge them. from all Servi- the Mahon: 

ces due from good Citizens to the a. 

Crown and their Country : They Hull, without 
any Oppoſition from me, chuſe from among their 
Brazen and Wooden Gods, him whom they think 
fitteſt to lead them, to ſettle their Differences, to 
comfort and alſiſt their miſerable and their Sick; 


and, in fhort, to procure them Peace and Plenty. 


1 85 | At 
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At the Cloſe of this Speech, ſhe went directly 
to the Bazar, whither ſhe was followed by an in- 
numerable Multitude. The Sacrificers went 
proudly thither likewiſe, perſuaded that the great- 
eſt Part of the People would draw up on their 
Side; but, with extreme Confuſion, they ſaw 
themſelves abandoned and left alone: To eſcape 
being inſulted, they were obliged to mix with 
the Crowd, and add their Voice to the general 
Acclamations of the People. | 
| The Queen gave no Time for cooling that 
Zeal, from which ſhe ſaw ſhe might draw great 
Advantages to the Glory of the Moſt High and 
his Prophet; ſhe cauſed herſelf to be immediate- 
Iy crown'd in the Bazar itſelf, without waiting 
the Preparation of the uſual Ceremonies, which 
_ demanded too much Time: And ſaid, as a Reaſon 
for ſo extraordinary a Novelty, that ſhe was wil- 
ling to ſpare Expences that were uſeleſs in them- 
ſelves, and ruinous to the Publick ; but. in Rea- 
lity it was becauſe ſhe was deſirous to command 
from that Day forth as Sovereign, and keep 
within Bounds the Prieſts of the ſalſe Gods, whoſe 
Intrigues and Cabals ſhe miſtruſted. Every 
Thing ſucceeded to her Wiſh, Pqganiſm was an- 
nihilated, and the Muy//ulman Religion received 
by all the People. 3 TY, 

Malouka now abſolute Miſtreſs of a flouriſhing 
Kingdom, adored by her Subjects, and reſpected 
by Foreigners, ſtill ſighed Night and Day, in- 
aſmuch as God, from whom fhe had receiv- 
ed ſo many miraculous Favours, had not as yet 
granted her the ſweeteſt of human Comforts, that 


of 


— 


- 
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of ſeeing her dear Husband again. But, on the 
other Hand, conſidering the Miracle by which 
the Moſt High had conducted her to the Throne, 
ſhe looked upon all her Misfortunes and long Se- 
paration from her Spouſe, to have been the Diſ- 
penſations of the Divine Will, as neceſſary to the 
Eſtabliſnment of the Muſſulman Religion in the 
Dominions of which ſhe was Queen: This Way 
of Reaſoning led her to hope, that the Almighty 
would reſtore her Huſhand to her, now that 
every Thing regarding the Faith was accom- 
pliſhed, | 

Full of this Confidence in God, ſhe writ to 
Mahmoud Kourdac to come to her; the Letter 
was extreamly tender and moving, and contained 
an ample Recital of all her Hiſtory : That Let- 
ter, and ſeveral rich Preſents ſhe confided to the 
Care of the diſcreet and faithful Haroun-7ek, and 
ſent him to Arabia, with a Train and Equipage 
worthy the Ambaſſador of a great Queen, 

 Haroun-Tek went to the Port of Gheovader in 
order to embark, where he was immediately in- 
formed, that a rich Arabian Lord had landed 
two Days before with a numerous Retinue, and 
was to ſet out in the Morning for Reloudga. He 
bleſſed God for an Accident which he thought 
might poſſibly procure him ſome News of Mab- 
moud Kourdac, and whether he was ſtill in Ara- 
bia. He immediately ordered ſome of the moſt 
intelligent of his Domeſticks to find out the Name 
of that Foreign Lord, his Country, and from 


bo 


whence he actually came. 
3 It 
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It was not long before they brought him 
Word, that the Stranger was called Mahmoud 
Kourdac, that he was a Widower by an Adven- 
ture which his Slaves would not explain; and 
that Grief for the loſs of his Wife, had made 
him take the Reſolution of quitting Arabia Felix, 
where he lived with her in a Superb and agree- 
able Palace, which after her Death he never 
could look upon without Horror : In ſhort; 
that the Lady whoſe Death he mourned, - and 
whoſe Beauty, Virtue, and Merit they infinitely 
extolled, was, like the Queen, named Malouka, 

Haroun-Yek, who had been truſted with the 
whole Secret when he received the Honour of 
the Commiſſion he was charged with, had no 
need of other Ecclairciſſements; he did not 
doubt in the leaſt but that the Stranger was the 
illuſtrious Man, the dear Huſband to whom he 
was commiſſioned. 

He immediately ſent a pompous Deputation 
to him of his principal Officers, to demand Au- 
dience for an Ambaſſador from the — of 
Beloudga. 

Who, I! anſwered Mabmoud, give Audien- 
ces! to me an Ambaſſador | What's the Mean- 
ing of all this? Am I taken for a Mad-man or 
ſome Prince in Diſguiſe, whom Chance has made 
me reſemble ? Pll go and diſabuſe your Maſter, 
In ſaying ſo he left his Appartment and prevail- 
ed upon them to conduct him to his Excellency's 


Palace. 
Haroun-Yek, advertiſed of his coming, went to 


receive him with all the Marks of the moſt pro- 
found Reſpect, 


Mah- 
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Mahmoud's Surprize encreaſed every Inſtant: 
He took all this for a Dream. He thought the 
Genii had tranſported him into ſome enchanted 
Ifland : But he was quite out of Countenance, 
when the Ambaſſador, having led him into his 
Cloſet, harangued him in Form, and preſented 
his Credentials. He muft receive them, open 

them, and read them. Who can deſcribe the 
State of his Heart? When caſting his Eyes on 
the Signature he read theſe Words: Malouka 
thy faithful Wife, Queen of Beloudga. 

He knew her Writing, bleſſed with her Roſy 
Fi ingers, and the Brilliant Pearls of her Stile. 
But ſtill not being able to perſuade himſelf of 
the Reality of what he ſaw ; art thou not, ſaid 
he to the Ambaſſador, the great Schabbal King 
of the Genii, that ſeekeſt to make me forget my 
Misfortunes in the Boſom of a delightful Illuſion. 

I am not by any Means Schahbal, replies the 
Ambaſſador, and to convince thee of the Reali- 
ty of the Things thou doubteſt of, read this 
other Letter, my Lord, which my Auguſt Queen 
writes to thee: There thou wilt find a faithful 
Detail of her Hiſtory, and then thoſe Clouds 
which now obſtruct thy Sight, will diſperſe and 
vaniſh before the bright Light of Truth. In the 
mean Time he preſented him the Letter, and 
likewiſe left him alone, that he might, without 
Conſtraint, deliver himſelf up to the different 
Impreſſions it muſt ay make upon 
him. 

When Mahmoud had read it over, he paſſed in 
an Inſtant from the Dejectedneſs of an exceſſive 

Grief, to the moſt lively Joy : He opened the 
Cloſes- 
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Cloſet-Door, and perceiving Haroun-Yek, who 
roſe from his Sopha to join him, he ran to 
meet him, and taking him in his Arms, wilt 
thou, ſaid he, compleat my Happineſs; let us 
ſet out this very Moment to go to Malou la. 

Let us depart, my illaſtrious Lord, replies 
Haroun-Yek, and would to God we could go as 
ſwift as Thought or Defire, or that I were the 
great Schahbbal to tranſport thee by the Genii ! 
= thy Love and my Zeal will ſupply all De- 
ects. 

They agreed to mount their Horſes that E- 
vening with only four Attendants, and that the 
Domeſticks and Equipages ſhould follow them 
by eaſy Journeys. 

Mahmoud was embarraſſed about nothing but 
his unworthy Brother, whoſe Crime he knew by 
Malouka*s Letter: A hundred Times was he 
tempted to poignard him, but Haroun-Yek ſtill 
diverted his Fury, perſuading him even to dif- 
femble it, and cauſe his Brother to be led to the 
Queen, that her Majeſty herſelf might diſpoſe of 
his Fate. The Precaution too was taken ſtrictly 
to forbid all the Servants and Slaves belonging 
to both Equipages ever to mention the Name of 
Malouka in his Preſence, but to talk in gene- 
ral of the holy Woman and her Miracles; for 
they feared that, ſhould he ſuſpect any thing of 
the Truth, he would kill himſelf. 

Mahmoud even forced himſelf to make him a 
Viſit, and to tell him that he was going before 
to kiſs the Robe af the Saint, and ſupplicate 
her to obtain from the moſt High * Recove- 


ry of his * 


At 
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At five in the Evening the Queen's Huſband 
* her Ambaſſador ſet out as they had reſolv- 
ed, and arrived the third Day at Beloutlga: . 

Malou three Nights ſucceſfively had one and 
the ſame Dream, which ſeemed to her to preſage 
fome extraordinary Event: She dreamed that an 
Eagle holding a Bunch of Pon granate Bloſſoms 
in his Beak, and a Serpent in his Talons, let the 
Noſegay fall into her Lap, and the Serpent at 
the Foot of her Throne. She was ſtruck with 
this Dream, which ſhe never could get out of 
her Mind, and was actually pondering on it, 
when Mahmoud and Haronn-Yek picictives them- 
ſelves before her. 

Should this be a Dream bool. Rut alas! 
were it but the Shade of Mahmoud I mult adore 
it! She runs to him, he throws himſelf on his 
Knees, ſhe ſtoops to take him up, their Lips 
meet each others. Ha! *tis ee "tis thee, 
my dear Huſband that I ſee —— that I embrace. 
— tis thy faithful and tender Huſband, 

tis himſelf. They both ſpeak at once, and this 
_ Confuſion had Phat ſo touching in it, that 
it is impoſſible for our Pen to deſcribe it. Ha- 
roun-Yek and Zarim, the only Witneſſes of this 
Interview, melted into Tears of Joy, and not 
being able to contain themfelyes were forced to 
withdraw. 

Malouſta received the Complinients of all the 
Nobility and different Orders of the Kingdom. 
She preſented Mahmoud to them, and they were 
fo charmed with his Perſon, and the Majeſty of 


his Deportment, that along with the Title of- 
K Prince, 


p 
L 


* 
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Prince, they conferred on him the Character of 


| Beglerbeg of the Empire. 

Vice. Roy or The Queen received this Proof 
W. _ of their Affection with the greater 
Ges © Pleaſure, in as much as ſhe looked 
upon it as paving the Way to the Deſign ſhe had 
of abdicating the Throne in favour of her Huſ- 
band. To render him more and more agree - 
able to the Publick, ſhe confided to him the Sa- 
cred Depoſitum of 'the Poor and the Sick, the 
W idows 7. the Orphans, the Care of whom 

had reſerved to herſelf, as the moſt noble 

Prerogative. of the Sovereignty. Under the 
Title of Super-Tntendant of the good Works, ſhe 
gave him a Commiſſion to receive and report 
the Petitions of the Miſerable and the Unfortu- 
nate, and to diſtribute the Royal Liberalities a- 
mong the Virtuous; thoſe Liberalities were im- 
menſe, upon account of the Quantity of Villages, 


Lands, Mountains and Woods, the Produce of 


which were aſſigned for that Purpoſe. 

Divine Providence would have it, that the 
two firſt Perſons who preſented themſelves to 
implore the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Woman, after 


the Prince her Huſband had taken Poſſeſſion of 


the Super · Intendancy of the good Works, were 
the blind Mabiſtay her Brother. in-Law, who ar- 
rived there during thoſe Tranſactions, and 
AMouzouf, that perfidious and ungrateful Trader, 
who fold Malouka to Mebemet Addin, and whom 
angry Heaven had puniſhed the very ſame. Day 
— his l Die by taking away his 


Sight. 
oy They 
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They were both defrayed as Strangers, accor- 
ding to the Cuſtom, and by a particular Di- 
ſtinction lodged in the Palace until the Queen 
ſhould be pleaſedto admit them to her Preſence, 
'The Day ——— fixed, ſne ordered them to be 
brought to a publick Audience; ſhe looked on 
them attentively, ſhe knew them, and ſpoke to 
them in theſe Terms. | 
Both your Afflictions are great, becauſe your 
Sins are enormous; I know your Crimes, you 
carry them written on your Foreheads. As for 
thee, Mouzouf, thou haſt ſtolen and ſold three 
free Perſons, two Women and a Man, over 
whom thou hadſt no Right, „ 

And thee, Nabiſtay, thou haſt accuſed of A- 
dultery, and got condemned to Death, a Lady 
whom thou hadſt nothing to reproach with but 
her Wiſdom and her Virtue. Confel each of 
you the moſt aggravating Circumſtances of your 
Crimes, that I may be ſilent only to leave you 
the Merit of declaring them, and appeaſing God 
by that mortify ing Act of Humiliation. 

The two blind Men did nor doubt in the 
leaſt, but that God had revealed every Circum- 
ſtance to her, and therefore, filled with Terror ard 
Reſpect, they dared not diſſemble any thing, 
through the Apprehenſion of adding Weight to 
the revenging Hand of the moſt High, that was 
then heavy upon them. | 

Mouzouf was the firſt that ſpoke, O thou be- 
loved of the Prophet! Divine Creature, inſpired 
by the Almighty ! it is, ſays he, but too true 
that I ſold three free Perſons and their Equi- 
page; but what renders that Action ſtill blacker 

. K 2 and 
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* 


and more execrable, is, that J was obliged to 


them for my Life. « 1 

Mabiſtay, encouraged. by the Example of 
Mouzouf, interrupted him, and with a Voice half 
ſtifled with Sobs and Sighs, which declared the 
Trouble and Confuſion of his Soul, I am till 


more culpable, cries he; that Man is an Angel 


in Compariſon of me: I attempted to corrupt 
the moſt Virtuous of Women, and full of 
Rage, at being reſiſted and repulſed by her, 1 
contrived a moſt horrid and falſe Accuſation 
againſt her: I ſuborned Witneſſes; by the 


Strength of Preſents I gained an iniquitous Judge; 


in ſhort, I got her condemned to Death : And 


that Woman was the Wife of my Brother, In 


finiſhing theſe Words he ſwooned away. 
. Malouka, edified with his Repentance, imme 
diately affiſted him, - ſhe made him take ſome 
of her Elixir, and put fome on his Eyes; ſhe 


treated Mougouf with the fame Charity. A few 


Moments after, the Films and Cataracts fell off, 
their Sight was reſtored, and the firſt Object 
they had the Happineſs to diſcover was Ma- 
louka : They threw themſelves at her Feet, they 
watered them with their Tears, and the Queen 


melted into Compaſſion could not reſtrain hers. 


She made them riſe, ſhe bid them praiſe and 
thank the moſt High, Honour and Glory be- 
ing due to him alone. — Thou, Nabiſtay, aſk my 
Huſband's Friendſhip; 1 render thee mine. 
: The People, whole Affluence was very great 
that Day, ſtruck with the Miracles which they juſt 
ſaw performed before their Eyes, made the Roof 
of the Palace echo back their Acclamations of 
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Wonder and Joy. Each writ to the abſent, he 
related to his Family, his Friends and his Neigh- 
bours the Miracles he had been Witneſs of. So 
that very ſoon there was not a Perſon in the King- 
dom but what thought the Queen was inſpired 
by the Almighty, and conducted by his Holy 
Spirit, which more and more encreaſed the Ve- 
neration they had for her, and produced in their. 
Hearts an entire Submiſſion to her Orders, as To 
many Emanations from God himſelf. 

An ambitious Prince would have ſeized fo 
great an Opportunity to have eſtabliſhed Tyran- 
ny; the Queen, on the contrary, made no other 
Uſe of it, than for the Good of her Subjects: ſhe 
made wiſe and ſevere Laws for reſtraining the 
Pride of the Nobles, and the Inſolenge of the 
Populace for providing Subſiſtence for the Poor 
at the Expence of the Rich; for ſubjecting the 
fat Miniſters of the Moſques to an honeſt and 


perſonal Attendance on their Duty, and for re- 


ducing them to an edyfying Competency, more 
worthy of their Character than the Luxury in 
which they lived. In fine, ſhe made Laws a- 
gainſt her own proper Authority, to hinder ſuch 
af her Succeſſors as might prove either avariti- 
ous or bloody, from making an ill uſe of the 
Sovereign Power, So generous a Moderation, 
ſo tender an Affection for her People rendered 
her more abſolute than ever. 
She then convoked a general Aſſembly of all 
the Orders of the Kingdom ; and when ſhe had 
got her Laws confirmed in it, the deſcended from 
the Throne, laid the Crown and Scepter on the 
Steps, and, ſtanding at the Foot of it, made the 
following Speech to the Aſſembly. 


My 
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: My People + ' 2obo have reſpected me as your 
Ae, and whom I love as my Children, for 
your Sake I quitted the ſtweet Solitude in which I 


bad ſhut my ſelf up to employ my Thoughts ſolely on 


Cod; his infinite Mercy has ſupported me under the 


heavy Weight of Government; I have overthrown 


your abominable Idols, and by a victorious Grace 
from the Moſt High, you now * the Light of | 
his Holy Law. 

Theſe Things were al written by the Hand of 
the Angels in the Great Narſib, that Book of 


Truth in which are ſet down the good and bad 


Fortune of all Mankind. But as your irrevocable 
Deftinies in this Reſpeft are now accompliſhed, you 
have nothing more to demand of me; I am going 
to return with my Husband to our Country, there 
zo dedicate ourſelves to the ſublime . of 4 

contemplative Life : There with 

The Cuſtom Hands joined over my Head, I 
_ ee will cry without ceaſing, O Crea- 
Height of their tor! O Moſt High ! pour down the 
Devotions. moſt abundant of thy Bleſſings on the 

| People of Beloudga, 

A Murmur immediately aroſe in the Aſſem- 
bly, and a Tumult like to that of Bees when 
their Hive is overturned, 

They ſtop'd the Queen as ſhe was going out : 
The — Lords were ſet to guard her: 
They conſtrained her to mount the Throne a- 
gain: They aſſembled in Platoons to vote, the 
High Chancellor collected their Suffrages, and 
declared in the Name of All, that the Nation 
ſupplicated the Queen to keep the Crown; that 
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to tender i it leſs burthenſome to her they affocia- 
ted the Prince her Huſband with her; and, till 
farther to ſecure the Happineſs of the Kingdom 
for ever, and give their Auguſt Sovereigns the 
* moſt ſolid Marks of a perfect Love, 'the States 
General gave up their Right of Election, in fa- 
vaur of the Children to be born of their Majc- 
ſties, and * Baie, Male and F emale for 
6 
Malouka was no longer Miſtreſs to refuſe 2 
Crown that was now become the Patrimony of 
her Deſcendants z ſhe accepted it for her Hus- 
band, for herſelf, and for them, - 

The Aſtrologers were ordered to fix on a * 
vourable Day for the King's Coronation 5 the) 
named one. which they knew by their Obſerva⸗ 
tions would prove happy to their Majeſt ies; tha 
Ceremony was performed with great Magnifi- 
cence, and never did the Joy of the People ma- 
nifeſt itſelf in ſo lively and fo glorious a Manner 
for any of their former Sovereigns, 

The King made a Donation of all his great 
Family Riches to his Brother Nabiskays and pee 
mitted him to return home. 
 Mobarem, that venerable. old Sage, prog ſo 
generouſly gave his Houſe to Malouka, when ſne 
Anitted the late King's Palace, was made Grand 
Vizir, or Prime Miniſter of State. 

The Queen then remembered her Father and 
Mother by Adoption, She ſent away an Am- 
baſſador with very rich Preſents for Zilbadjeb and 


his Wife, who had made her fuch conſiderable 2 


ones, and in her Miſery received and treated her 
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as their own proper Child. Zarim, aire 85 
ſee her old Mafter' and Miſtreſs again, would 
needs make one in the Journey: The Queen | 
loaded her with Preſents; and told her, that if ſhe 
could reſolve to come back to Court, ſhe might 
depend upon meeting a Fortune in it worthy 
the Fidelity ſhe had:ſhewn in her ServicſeQ. 
Haroun- Net had given the Queen fo many 
Proofs of a diſintereſted Gratitude, that ſhe re- 
commended him to the Conſideration of 00 
States, and they, in Return, unanimouſly r 
quefted' her Majeſty to put him at the Head af | 
the Treaſury ; Site his SO iſ and faithful Ad- 
miniſtration of the Royal Revenue was ſuch as 
oon gained him the univerſal Applauſe of the 
Nation, and ſufficiently demonſtrated that he had 
not, through any Miſconduẽt of his own, de- 
| ſerved that ignominious Death to which the un- 
Laws of his Country had condemned him, 
and from which he was redeemed by the gene- 
rous Charity of the virtuous Maloſa. The 
King and Queen reigned to ſee tlieir great Grand- 
Children and their Deſcendants treading in the 
virtuous Steps of their Anceſtors, continued 
many Ages to ſway the Scepter of Beloudga, not 
only in Profperi ity, but with the higheſt Reputa- 
tion and Glory; reſpected and beloved by their 
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1 N 8 feared by their Enemies. 1 
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